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Chairman’s

Fieat of all, your Committes joins
with me in wishing all Members
and heir Fanilies and friends in
the  Crescont 2 most  enjoyable
Festive Season and a splendid
Mew Year, 1995 will kick off 1o a
very jolly start with our Festive
Dinner at the Royal Crescent
Hotel on January 4th; tickets are
selling very well and you will
find 2 reminder about it
elsewhere jn the Mewsleter if
you have not already replied to
the ariginal nole,

This issue reflects a wide range of
activity alfecting our hiomes hers:
The Creéscent and our fine Citw

MNoles

continues to be sources of great
interest world-wide, featuring in
the National and local media on a
regulac basis.  This is neither
remarkable nor novel, bul at least
amusing ‘when new enthusiasls
suddenly discover sehat many of
us have cherished and recognised
for a long time. To me such re-
discoveries are also a delight
because they reinforce my own
reactions that the qualities [ enjay
here never pall - eyven after
almost 30 years of residence. Na
matter how many times [ ook at
the great sweeping curve of the
building, or the wide expanse of
virtual countryside in front of it
or watch the lively erouns of
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admiring  (walking)  tourists
brightening up a rainy afternoan
with their colowrful clothes, or
see  altentive  school  childreen
filling out their questionnaires, or
arlists p;l.inting yet another
pletire, Dseldom fail to count my
blessings for the pleasure of living
here.. And when 10 all this
sensual joy is added the sheer
practicalities of access to shops,
theatre, schools, parcks, aie, rail
and bus travel - even London is
under bwo hours, i is hard to
ihink where else one would wish
fo make cne's peomanent home.
{00, and yas, | am practising to be
an Estale Agent).

Mut everything is sweetnoss and
light of course, and balencing all
ihat are the dreadiul buses and
the  appalling  delay Dy City
Officials to implement the wishes
of elected councillor and hence
their paymasters.  One  would
hupe that formal and  public
accusiations of their
unprofessional conduct might be
a spur to constructive and speedy
action.  The  evidence of this
issue’s report on the subject
shows that life in Bath is not like
that. That local Government hore
ig going theough massive change
with the adwvent of Bath and
Morth-East  Somerset  and  the
demise of Bath City Couneil, iz
only anexcuse for inaction and
dalay. Councils  are  only
management  organisations and
all organisations have always
been subject to change - even
Julius Caesar's cioharts
complained  about ik But
management is aboul managing
change and about keeping the
nrganisation functioning

The ‘evidence of our axperience
on the bus problem, on other
oulstanding correspondence with
both City and County officials and
conmmients from onr Coundillors,
is that the 1995 incumbenls are
failing in this key management
role. Meanwhile  responsible
citizens are left frusirated, but, as
you will see, undelerred; we can
be at  least 05 effective
bureauceaticatly and in ather ways
open tous as those with whom
we have lo deall We have no
intenition of "giving up”.

}_i.:m!]}r, yaur Committee  is in
urgent need of a new. Treasorer
and  would be gratefol foc. a
voslubesr  plesse,  The  separate
arlicle gives he backgrowad.o

Open-Topped Buses

Tratn City Council continues 1o
pragrasiinate over  the  aclions
given o thiem by Avon County
Council o come up with ways
and means of implementing the
bus ban for the Crescent as
directed by Councillors of all three
palitical parties at the Ad Hoc
meeting in July 1994, As reported
in the last Mewsletter Councillor
David Hawkins stirred matters up
at Election times in May, and
further promises ete., were made.
Still pothing happened.

ﬂcmrding!y Chairman swrote to
Head of Paid Service, Gath City
Council (the virtual replacement
post for  the previous Chisf
Execulive Office), in wvery slrong
terms.  The letter rehearsed the
seqquence of non-events since July
1994 and said that the failure of
officials to act an the directions of
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the elected representalives was
fanlamount to s deliberate and
conscious attempl o frustrate the
democratic process. As such it is
called inte question the need to
consider disciplinary action
against the wofficers responsible.
The letter was copied to
Councillors,

The reply was another delaying
tactic, Head of Paid Services
decided that the letter constitubed
2 Fermal Complaind about his
own officers and as such should
be investigated by the Head of
another Deparviment, in this case
the City Solicitor, On further
enquiry e also declined lo speed
up the subject of the complaing
(means of implementing the ban)
until  the investigation of the
complaint was done - which he
promised would happen ‘shortly’,
We are still waiting, a further pwo
months on.

:T"Lr_-;lnwhiln, aoml of the oflicials
concerned  seem o hove taken
thinks mite their own hands - at
last - and lave arranged a
meeting to discuss the matter yet
apgain with your Committes, We
shall continue to press our poeints
through this bureaucratic morass;
compromize 15 not the order of
the day.

Meanwhile a helpful feature on
the subiject appeared in the Travel
Section of the Daily Telegraph
(Movember  dih), oand  variouws
articles in that paper and the
Times chow that other cibies are
also -suffering  from  the 1980's
legislation  derepulating  public
transport, which opened the gate
for the open-tooped  buses

everywhere.  Oxford and othe
places are beginning to voice thej
cancerns, though we were alread;
aware of the private worrics.

R.egency Tours continue to be th
only operator with a wider view
Memibers:  will  recall  thei
proposal o take the Crescent of
their route if the other operator
would follow suit - which the;
declined o do.  Regency haw
now proposed changes o th
permitled waiting Hmes down a
the Main pick-up points nea
Orange Grove whose effect wouls
be to reduce the numbers of buse:
which sometimes go  around
merely to satisfy the published
timetable, Whilst your
Committee  welcomes  this  in
principle, it is not, of course, the
final answer of a complete ban or
of making the Crescenl ‘Access
Only®:

T he Residents’ Aseociation in (he
Circus has been re-vitalised and
we wish them well.  They are
achieving good publicity in thuir
similar fight agalnst the buses but
your Committee has not joined
forces with them. As the AGMs
have endorsed, our situation is
unique, our campaign is (though
too  slow)  well-advanced and
solutions are within our grasp.
Theirs is barely off the ground
and, if allied with ours, can anly
mike matters more complicated,
thus providing officials wilh even
more exciise for delay.

On an apparently separate front,
our MP Don Foster responded 1o
the last Newslotter by writing to
Avon's Director of highways and
Engineering about the general buz
prohlem in Bath., Tha Rirerinee
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reply mentioned almost a5 an
asicle that he was invesligating a
possible weight restriction. o the
Crescent as a means of “reducing
the number of busas”,  Again we
await his response to our request
for a proper definition of what
this reans and have made clear
that we continug ta seek a full
bap.  Our MP is being kept
iviormed as he kindly asked to be.

Finally (if only this were truel)
the more wvivid action on this
lopic called for at the AGM has
regrettably been delayed for lack al
time and resources; it is still
planned however. &

Pollution Hot-Line For
Buses

Some members may aleady be
aware that the RAC has recently
starled campaigning o target
polluting vehicles as lofries, buses
and vans are responsible for mere
than 90% of vehicle black smoke
aned in a recent RALC spot check
survey these belching polluters
wore identified as the number
one enviconmental concern [or
notorists.

The RAC are wrging members of
the public 1o reporl offending
wehicles  to their  “Wehicle
Inspectorate  Polluters” Haotline
on: 0117 953 1924,

The following details, or as many
of them as possible should be
given:

+ registration number  and a.

Aserrintion of the vehicle {eg

« date, Hime amd  place  the
vehicle was spotled;

« name of the vehicles operator
(e Badgerline, City Tours,
Regeneyli

+  your name and address {details
will be kept in confidence).

he Wehicle Inspecterate  will
investigate each reported case: in
some instanices @ company  can
have it operaling licence
rescinded until it cleans up its act.

One member has already phoned
up and reported a Regency Tours
Tws and was not asked for her
namme and address, so all members
are  encourmged o continue
eeporting the offending buses in
e Crescent and around Bath,
This sorl of pressure can all help
pur campaign o gel rid of the
buses from the Creseent. &

Neighbmirhoﬂd Walch

_:a.s mentioned  in the  lasl
Mewsletter, al the lasl AGKM the
subject of Meighbourhund Watch
was raised by a resident. It was
pointed’ oub thal one of the
advantages of being in a scheme
was  that  certaim Insurance
Companies offered discounts on
their premiums.

The main aim of Neighbourhaod
Witch s tod  meduce  the
gpportunities for criime and 1o
make il more difficult’ for the
would be criminal or wvandal la
act. It relies on the exchange of
informatien  belween the Tolice
and Residents and does not expect
an individual to risk personal
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injury by confronting potential
criminals,

Tan Woodhouse has discussed
the possibility of setling up a

scheme with fhe lacal
Communily Affairs Office at Bath
Palice  Station. Premium

discounts can be enjoyed bul both
the  Pelice and  Insurance
Companies like to sce that the
scheme @5 effectively operating
and it is suggested that initially
say 0% of the residents should be
aclively participating in the walch
wilh a view o increasing this
proportion a3 the  scheme
becomes more establishad,

The local Community Affairs
Olficer s prepared o give a
presentstion early in the Mew
Year provided (hat there is a
sufficient propartion of residents
who  are dnderested and atfl
residents will be canvassed by post
shortly, o the aeantiowe, il
would  be useful to pauge the
interest of w members of Lhe
Soeiety.

pa_n_',-' interested  residents  can
contactk lan on Bath 337380, &

Treasurer: Your Saciety
Need You

Congratulations were in order
this  summier 0 our Treasurer
Simoenn Crowe and his wife Claire

—— AL SR T e ¥ L am

continue the wide range of dulis
he had taken on under the

general title of Treasurer, Simior

faltit best to resign: This decisior
came at rather short notice (i«
your Committee and yaur Viee
Chairman Tim Farester at No: 12
has  wery  Kindly  steppec
temporarily into the breach wotil
a permanent replacement can be
found. He will undertake the
accounting side of the Treasurer’s
work and other duties such as
custody and issue of Lawn Gale
keys will be managed by Bill
Uawald at Mo 284,

There is therefore a vacancy for
the permanent post of Treasurer
and  your Commitkee  {and
especially Tim Forester!) urgenily
ask for a volunteer please. If you
would like o help with this
important werk, or would like to
hiear more aboul whal 15 invelved
Lefore  considering,  please  call
your Chairman Michael Daw on
Gath 31552% or Tim Foresler on
Bath 463512 (daytime), 332086
(evening).

Pleanswhile we wish Simon and
Claire well in their new home
and express our (hanks for the
goad work Simon did whilst he
was Treasurer; in particular for
moving our bank accounts ete. lo
our advantage and  for  his
contribution in the assembly and
production of the very important
Bus Survey Neport lwo  wvears
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played  in  this  area The
"musicians” made no use of the
bandstand. itself, oxcept a5 a
backdrop - they performed an a

stage erected for the purpose
Their immediate andience was
asual,  ranstory  and  small

fmaximum 2000 and  had  the
uption of dropping out, The 150
residents in the Crescent had no
such option; even through closed
windows  the noize was loud
enough to  drown  normal
television sound levels for those
trying to share the V] Day
broadeast from Buckingham Place
that day.

Councillar David Hawking did
much valuable work e ey and
stop e event and o warn
residents,  providing  delails  of
who feomplain . Thise who
ricd  such  avenues  pot shuort
shiridt, The Society has  alsa
writlen Lo e City Couneil,  Two
(b lter, o reply has been
received, L seems likely el such
events gl recur o a0 Six or
seven weekly basis next season.

Filming In The Crescent

The Crescent continue to atiact
adwvertisers and other film-makers
a5 a prestige backdrop for up-
market  products and  period
stories. Un most occagions these
involved are guite willing to
make a volunlary donation to the
Saciety's funds if nicely asked. As
they are only oo well aware, in
any ather place they would expect
b be charged and o pay. a
handsome  “location fee”.  Ta
make @ small donation - usuaalle

petly cash o them but wva
acceptable to us - is easy. But the
have to be asked and some escaj
your Comanittes’s  nel, A
mentioned in the last Mewslets
btwo companies were involve
ecenstly; those responsible  fi
"“Thie Hollow Reed™ odi
contribute, those far the small
advertising  event in Jun
promised 1o but did not.

B ot
Ha Ha Restoration

Qur architects are in touch wil
the  Mational  Heritage  Latler
Fund wilh a view o a Forma
application for Tunds to gel o
will this project. It has been bel
up for too long by Bath Civ
Council’s failure o act on i
promise of some years ago U
consider Tundling ai
archacological dip which  woul
eslublish  the  wriginal 131
Contury profile of the wall anc
ditely, Your Comnillee hopes it
own iniliative will get the projec
aff the ground! (Or into it

R = e SR
Laser Advertising

Some editions of the Observet
newspaper cirred a  follow-up
story o the news that the dome of
5t Paul's Cathedral in London had
been used as 3 screen for a laser
projected. image advertising a
chacolale bar, In the consequent
spirit of ‘nothing is sacrad’ the
Observer sought our reaclions to
the idea of a similar wse of the
Crescent - for hard cash 1o the

Crainbar e bl fmdiridi il Do
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in mingd the diversily of views in
the Crescent, your Chairman’s
response [which had to be instant,
no Hme for  reflection o
consultation) was a cautious,
probably not because of the
diffieulty of getting a consensus,
though of course funds are always
useful'. AL the time of going to
press no mare has been heard, but
after the wse of the system in the
Abbey Churchyard and the City
Centre for Chrislmas, perlaps we
should all "watch this space”.

I s s i S

The Royal Crescent Lawn

The notices on the Railings have
been augmenled by additional
ones facing the Lawn and at each
end of the curve. Whether it 13
their impact or because of the
triopical and encrvating
lemperatures his  summer,
invasions by footlall players this
year have been markedly reduced.
Even so, somoe residents remain
very concerned, and look forward
to completion of the Ha Ha
restoration {see previous note] as
the long term solulion. Your
Committes i3 alse leoking into
the impact and usefulness of
recent pew  legislation  about
trespass; this is so new that if 1%
proving difficult to find a
knpwledgeable expertand there is
no case history as yet, Memboers
will be kept informed.

Py i -E e SN

Little Green Boxes - Recycling -

Residents have ever the years
spasmodically icined  the zreen

movement by recyeling  their
household waste at the various
bing provided around the city and
By pulling suitable stuff out on
the wvarious weekly collection
days. This has all been made
tuch  easier by this summer’'s
delivery to all houscholds of well-
designed Clittle green boxes® in
which toput the material and by
the regularisativn af collections to
every Tuesday morning. This has
leel bo-an increase i material put
out which must be good for the
environment,

There is of course anothees and
potentially  more  interesting
impacl.  Since the collectable
material  includes glass, metals
Etﬂ_‘ 'l"ﬂ:_“ I Tit \..'E'II"'II'I}" E;II']}’
morning  observers  who pass
these boxies on a regular basis no
doult derive some  amusement
from analysing the contents and
malf:ing wvariows deductions about
the eccepants of the Jumges. The
Times and  beor cang  mean
intellectual paupers? Champagne
and the Sun mean carefree lottery
winners?  Ribena and Kit-e-Kat
mean sober pet-freaks? Think up
your own combinations as this
years Christmas trivia game!

ey oo — o e S
I.ast Booking Date Looms for

Our Festive Dinner

p-a.nnuall}r growing  numbers
prove the popularily of the
Festive  Dinner, ‘and  your

Commitiee  hps decided on 4

further event this season. DBy
special arrangement with The
Loyal Crescent Holel, the cost will
be the usual Lincheon price of
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£18.50 (the same as last year)
instead of EXMEOD, amd will b held
on Thursday 4th January 1996 at
£:00pm. Pre-dinvier drinks will b
sarved n the Dower House
Drawing Reom  from  7.I5pm,
Orders for wine will be laken
during your pre-dinner drinks,
wilh House Wine at £12.65. You
may supply your own wine to be
drunk  with yewr meal {no
corkage charge), but please bring
your battle on 3ed January clearly
fabelled with your name, 50 that it
can he decanted fehilled/opened
(o breathe in pgood time, and
pliaced on your table in readiness.
The hetel cad offer a choice of
menu, the second  being  a
vegelacian meny,  Please choose
ane or the ather, but do nol “mix
and malteh™.

MENU A

Salmon moriintsal in e
Chablis orul soft heeh dressing

~pon-

Fine slices of Pheasant on
Hostl Pototoes, Broised Red
Cabbage and Roast Shallots

o0

Tndividual Christnioas
Tuclcling with Rum Sabagon

MEMNU B
(Vegetarian}

Brocooli Soup with Stilton
Ej:ﬂiﬁ-

=000~

Lasagne of Lesh, Courgette
and Pimento, glazed with o
Flustard Sauce

=poo=

Tndividual Christmas
Tudding with Rium Soboyon

Q0o
Coffee and Flince Pies

T make vour reservation, please
u:1|'|.:|]|_r_'l|_' the slip albachod 1o the
ariginal note sent to all member:
and return it together with ¢
cheque  for  the appropriate
amount made payable 1o “The
Eoyal Crescent Holel” and hand i
into the hotel marked “For the
attention. of Jenny Hardisty™,

Plaase ensure vou reply before
Christmas ko give the hotel time
to draw up a table plan. TE you
wish to sit with particular friends
please indicate their names and
the haetel will do their best ¢
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Prior Notice

s everyone knows, Prior Park
College  {former home of
entreprencur Ralph  Allen) was
badly damaged by fire a Tew yuars

ago.

Happil;.- it has now been mosl
beautifully restored and  the
school bursar would be happy Lo
show a small party of RCS
members around - not something
you could normally expect o do,
snless af course you had a child
tiere (ke Bruno and Rosann
Lupieri al Mot 27

Tricidentally you  would  also
have he ppportunily o admin
from o distance e lovely
alladinn Lridpe in the Mational
Trust pardens below the Do,
which was ilsell resorted by vur
wiesy et Dl Brain al P BI[3

The wvisit would bave ool
arranged in the school halidays so
we are probably talking about next
Easter time.

Please fet me know whether in

principle you would be interested
in poing, &

Bill Oswald

Pio: 28A

The Bath Society Events

The Bath Sociely with which we
erjoy @ “mutual membership”
amd 1o which we are indebled for
ile majar supportin many of our
carmvaiens, bas advised ws of

some interesting lectures in 1999
to wehich all are weleome ab £2.00,
&l are held al their splendid
teeting Room abave Sreen Park
Statinn at 7:30pm,

Lectures:

Tuesday 18th January: D Roge
Ralls: Wia Recta ad Viam
Longam: Promoting  Health ir
Stuart Bath.

Thursday 15th February: Touy
pditchell: William Bankes
Kingston  Lacy: Traveller A
Colleclor.

Thursday 7th March:  Muember!
Cluarterly Moeeting.

Thuesday 23s8 “March: Lynell
Ilol: Jalin Powler - Th
Iaprieagor and e Inspaved.

Boseske:

They also denw ous allention L
o iteresting mew ook Vi
of T8 Century Bath” which is 2
anthelogy of contemporary  lexl
illustrating . events, daily e an
altitudes at  Britain’s  leadin
Georgian Spa. The author |
Trevor Faweetl, the well koow
local historian, and the publishs
is Ruton. The price is 2999 -
nice Christias present! @

The Royal Crescent I
The Nineteenth Century

Lo the last issue Leslie Jenkis
gave ws Al interesting piclure
Grock  Strect in the  C1H
Apalysis of the Royal Cresce
gives o similar picture only,
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course, ihe Crescent was rathwr
more  up-market i properly
values.

Llntil the census returns of 1541
wit cannal beoprecise aboul who
lived in each Thouse in the
Crescenl expect where we have
literary cvidence, [or example the
Lindeys,  Ansteys  and the
Thicknesses.  In most cases the
owner did nat live in the house
bul leased it o lenants who
geneeally paid the poor rale and it
iz from ibhe rale book that we
build up our picture,  [ut tenants
came pid went, and drritating 1o
the histarian, changed houses and
minlers af will.

The carly mlepayerss appear
prostipions prowp and ineluded
Lacly Malpas (200 Lord Demontall
(17 Lauly .‘vih'p]'n:y (ZE) the Bl
John Lewis, Dean of Ossory (22),
Lacly Elzabeth Stanley (24) Lady
Mary Stanloy  (27) the  Hoan,
Charles Fiamaltan (14) and  the
Crike: of Yark a2t [15) and a
rumber of olbiers who sound like
the persona ina Sheridan play.

#Afler 1843, however, with  the
census return it is possible to
build: a more accurate  pickure
though we must remember that
the enumerator’s returns merely
show  lhe household on ome
particular night of the year. The
relurns 1847 - 1897 show o similar
pattern o thel found in Brack
Street  and. are an unwitking
testimany o the life of the upper
classes in C19th Bath.  Bath had
become & Mecca for wealthy
widows and spinsters.  In 1871,
aut of the 30 houses ne less than
15 were headed by a woman

whose ‘ceupation’ vas usually
lesbed as Tundholder’,
‘Landowner” of Independent’.
For Bath, ag 8 whole, women over
B0 years were the largest group.
(1} This is at.a time when in
England as a whole the largest
demograplie group was below 20
years and the age of expectancy
bebween 20 and 45 years
depending on your social class
and locality: (2)  Apart from
elderly women the ‘Heads' in the
Crescent are now, not the minor
aristocracy, but the burgeoning
middle class described by R.5
Meale  as ‘the  socially  mobile,
aprarian, capilalisl  &lite’. A
punntber are still  listed  as
Tuncdhodders® o ‘Independent’
bt meww accupations melode
Aray Oflicer, Maval Caplain (&
paytl,  Hengal  Civil  Seewant,
Plysician and Magistrate, This is
Hath, baving  declined  as o«
fashionable Spa, now -altracling
the: more sober-minded  Sociely
depicted by Jane Auslen.  As in
Brock Slreet the birth place of the
howse helders i3 invariably
putside  Bath, often in the
midlands. and the north {whers
they probably had  made their
money),  The servants on the
olher hand nearly all come fraom
Somerset or Gloucester.  As the
century progresses the number of
sorvants SEETIE b Tize, il
concomitant of growing affluence
during the industrial revelution
and incidentally, a factor in the
first swove of the emancipation af
WOmMen moyement,

This house, No: 19, has a fairly
typical living pattern. for  the
period. Originally owned by Jolin
Jefferys, John Wood's  financial
adwvisor and the Tawn Clerk (did
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he keep the fwo functions
separate?) in 1805 was sold to
Elizabeth Walmesley and stayed
in the Walmesley family until
the end of the century bub was et
to lenants on long. leases.  Less
than half the houwses in fthe
Crescent seem to have been
owner occupied. ‘A property
owning demecracy’ was not 2
Vickorian value.

Ton 12841 the housse was occupied
by William Foskelt of
‘Independent’ means ageed 75, his
wife Charlotte and an unmarrisd
daughter, also Charlatte, aged 35
and. with four young Eving-in
servants, Ten years later William
had died and the head was now
Charlatte aged 75, her daaphter
still wnmarried and five living-in
servants, By 1881, mother has
died and Charlotte i now head
and listed a3 a ‘Landowner” living
here (on the night of the census)
willi e cossin Fdword Wayne, o
Cambridge  wndergraduate  and
four living-in servanls. Like
Catherine  Harrison in  Brock
Sireat (see issue 28) Charlotte
would not have agreed with Lady
Gracknell that ‘land gives one
position. but prevents one from
keeping it upl, By IBS0 one
assumies that Chaelotte had died
and the ratepayer is Ann Phipps
‘wile of an officer’ with: three
amall children and a cousin, Miss
. Wayne. This looks as if the
tenancy had passed within  the
family and that the servants have
been handed on, because the cook
and the house keeper are the
spme and the howsemaid, Eoma
Hales, has become ‘nurse’ bul
there are now o Ltolal el ciphl
living-in servants. This of coursu
does ot include  peophe ke

gardeners, who presumably lived
out: Tn 1891 the head of the house
was  the Reverend  Edward
Hanley, aged 48, the Rector of
Meorthorpe, who lived here with
his  wife and  nine servanls
including: two lady's maids, a
bubter and a foolman. One can
only assume that Edward had
inherated wealth for even by
Victorian and Trollope standards
nine secvants (living-in} for two
people in a town house seems a
little excessive.

Looking at the Crescent as o
whaole  between 1841 and 91
houscholds  show  a  similar
pattern. [ like Moi 10 where in
1871 the head was  Anthony
Famend aged 47 yvears who lived
there with three younp nieces and
seven servants. Heois siill living
there i 1891, now a 1P but
married with a wife aged 43 yoears,
The nivcos bave lelt and there are
[ETR1] |,||'||}" five: - sorvants. O
wondurs whal happened b the
nivves, did they maery, o did e
new Mes Hamond put her ool
dawn?

w4t the other end of the Crescen
poor Frances Silver, a widow at 39
years with seven young childrer
bad six  servants  including ¢
governess and  her neighbour
Fanny Hawking, a widow aged 4
with four children between (hi
i ol four and filleen had Tow
servants, The Creseenl was by nic
means childless,

Pehind the enumerator's fading
copyplate writing there must T
iy slodd Shovies, Whien Ll
weere nob onranising the servant
how clid all these women sedug!
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their ime? Were they engaged in
the many charily organisalions in
which Bath abounded?  Were
they canscious of the poverly
around Avon Sireet? Were they
shocked  that in 1841  Bath
retwrned o Parliament whal the
Bath Chronicle desceibed as:

“Two disciples of revolution...
Huot bed of afl that is wild, reekless
and revolutionrary in policies”

The lwa revolutionaries were of
course LR, Rosbuck and Major
General Palmer, both radicals.

Eont]’ar}' fon what we think the
Crescent must have been a hive
pf activity in the C191h.  In 1871
there were samething  like 150
living-in  servanls {sce  issue
Swmmer 199, page B) Did these
servants know one another?  Was
Miere o coterie of butlers?  Did the
muraemaids nwet and |.’,1155irl Ly
thie sacred Lien? Waere therne ever
romances between the servanis?
Thee  unhappy - plight ol Ll
sorvanls seems o be o constanl
concern Ao visitors o MNos 1, bul
thiz is whal ET. Thompson calls
fhe enormous condescension of
posterity. (3) At a time when
nearly a - third al the citizens of
Bath were receiving help Trom
the Poor,Rate, gelting into. good
domestic service was considered a
reasonable aspiralion, Servants in
ihe Crescenl were housed and fed
ond we know from ihe 1780
invendnry at MNio: 14 that there, at
leagt, the. parrels were well
fuenished witly carpets, curtaing,
mireors, cupbpards and  pgooge
feather beds and. there was a
special ‘Mecessary” in the garden
which is something they would
mol have had in rural Somerset!
Something else they would nol

have had i the country was
medical attention; we know from
the  hoespital  secords  thal
employers being subscribers were
able fa et medical care for their
servants and we know from the
admission books that seevants did
indeed receive care, thoughs how
much good it did is a moot point.

As Tosit here in whal was,
presumably the house keepers,
Jane Whatley's silting room foe 30
woars and admire the view, I
reflect that perhaps life for the
servant class:in the Crescent was
not toa bad. 1 feel sure Jane had
an open fire.

{1y R5 MNeale - “Bath A Sogial

L istory 168 - s,
Rauatledge.

(2} Edwin Chadwick 1842 - “The
Samilary  Conditions  of the

Labeuring Papulation of Great
Britain™, reprinted  Longman
1465,

(3R Thampson 1963 - *The

Making of ihe  English
Working Class”, Pelican
lhodes. &

Muomicn E. Baly

Maotes From The Editor

Tlany thanks for the
contributions  to  this Winter
Mewslatter.

We are all interesied in  the
busingss and  pleasure of  Lhe

Crescent gossip! So please do not
hesitate to send in- your thouwghis,
Surely the Crescent was abways &
place of activity and Monica Baly
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hias written a charming study ol
life in the C19th:

Meighbourhood watch is  an
important feature this Yime and
there are many other interesting
iterns 1o digest,

Tt is never too soon bo think
about the Spring Mewsletter so we
look forward 0 hearing  froem
you, &

Caroline Carrier



