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The Chairman's Notes

1994 will be marked a5 the end ol an era
ire the history of this Society. Ever since the
residents of this Crescen( gol together a5 a
body in the summer of 1973 (the first time
since the last recorded meeting in the
1890} and agreed to reform 45 a residents’
group under a new title they have telied on
th~ Backbone of the Society's business being
I usiastically mainlained by one redoubt-

je individual. For 21 years Monica Baly
hasserved the residents and the cause ofthe
protection of this Croscent with vigour, per-
sistence, intelligence and above all ime. She
served for most of the period as secretary
and more recently as editor of the Mewslet-
ter and, memorably, as Acting Chairman.
Throughout those years nothing has been
oo much trovble, from pursuing special
grants for the repair el the railings (1975) Lo
gelting noisy gencrators shut off at 4.00 am

(1992} to licking envelopes and delivering
the Newsletter in wind and rain.

Dr Baly's other accomplishments as-an
internationally acclaimed author, biogra-
pher and lecturer are well known and we are-
fortunate 10 enjoy these skills in her many
historical and other articles for the Newstet-
ter, Typically her swansongin thisissue is the
story of these first 21 years of the Society, 4
story that only she could write, Despite all
elforts at persuation Dr Baly has decided
that room should be made for ‘younger
blood' to take on the editorship of this
Mewsletter and a place on the committee;
she claims, but shows no evidence, o be
stale over Sociely alfairs. We can oaly hops
that her successor willdisplay hallher vigour
and dedication. [ am sure all residents will
wish Lo join me inwishing her well and cx-
pressing our deep and heartfelo thanks for
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all she has dane for so long. Thete will of course be an opportunity for more formal
expression of these sentiments at the AGM on 13th April, Ihope to sce you there.

TIE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY

The 20th Annual Generst Mecting of the
Reyal Crescent Societywill be held on Wednes-
day, 13th April at 7.15 pm at the Bath and Coun-
ey Club, Queen's Parade. Aller the meeling
drinks and light refreshments will be available to
which we have invited our Ward and County
Councillors.

A formal notice has been sent 1o all residents
tagether with & request for nominations. For
praclical purposss the number of officers and
commilles membess must not exceed 10, There
are naw 5 olficers and 5 commitles members.
Because of he amounl of work sndertaken by
the commilice each memberneeds (o fakeon a
specific task which includes Remembrancer,
Liason with other commitlees, Archivist and
Public Relations.

PRESENT OFFICERS
Chairman Mrdichael Duw

Wice Chairman I Len Fisher

Secretary s V' Oswald

Treasurer Mr Simon Coowe

Editor D Monica Baly
COMMITIEE

Mrs Annabel Trechmann

Mr Christopher Wondward

MrJohn Meddins

tls Jenny Hardisiry

Cdr Roy Titchen

Special cocopicd member  Sic  Chrisiopher
Curwen KCMG from the Bsth Prescrvation
Trust.
This yearall exisling olficers are willing to stand
for re-cloction cxcepling I Baly, Mrs Trech-
mann and M- Woodward. There are thereflore 3
vacancics. [t musl besiressed that atll remaining
officers and commitlee members, must, and do,
siand for re-clection and clber candidates may
be pul forward. Candidates must be proposed
and secanded by members ol the Seeiety by April
drh 1994,

The committes has had a busy year and there
ismuch toreport. Thereis the continuing saga of
the Luses and our strugsle 1o reduce. (heir o=

gueney, planning applications have been constd-
ered; thers isthe pressing problem of therestora-
tisnolthe Ha-lia 2nd the ever presént problem of
theuse and abusc ofthe lown. updates onallthese
malters will e given at the AGK. Itis important
that ge many residents as possilile come 1o the
Annual Gencral Mecting and give the commitice
their views,

SURBSCRIPTIONS

1L s subseriplion tne again, The subseriptie,
year starts on May 15, Residents who have nol,
alvendy joined or rejoined for 1995/ 5areasked to
send their subscriptions of L5 per person 1o
Simon Crowe al 5 Royal Crescent, oras indicated
in the AGM papers, cheques may be combined
with conlributions o the Lawn Funsd and made
piayable 10 the Royal Crescent Sacicty.

LAYWN FUND
Since thie 18th century residents have paid
towards the upkeep of the lwn, the railings and
the Ha-ha through a Lawn Fund as required by
the original house leases. It was administered
through a firm of lawyers but sincs 1974 3t has
been administered by the Society. This aspect of
the Crescent needs constant work and residents
are urged to contribute. The current scale of

contributions per annum are i

Whote Flouse £20

Larpe [lat or

Maisonelle on 2 Aoors £1%

Ordinarcy Flat

iz 1 fat in one house) £ -

Chegues may inchede subscriptions 1o the Soci-
ely and may be made payable to the Boyal Cres-
cenl Sociely.

Nonvoting memberswho have an interestin the
Crescent may join as Friends and receive the
Mewsletier and other material published by the
Society, through the post for £3 per annum.
Fricnds are welcome to attend the Annaal Gen-
cral Mecting bul may not-vole.
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TWENTY ONE YEARS OF THE ROYAL CRESCENT SOCIETY
Dr Monica Baly looks back

"Why do the people who live here put up
with it?" was the question put to me by a
gentleman from Texas one sunny, Jung,
Sunday morning in 1973, He had come all
theway [rom Texas lo photograph Bath and
he eould not see the Croscent ffom the
Roval Avenue because of a large stadiom
which had been built on the lower Jawn for
the military. tatteo to celebrate: the
i niumof the coronation of King Edgar

1 this had biosked the view of the Cres-
cent from April unil June. At that time the
lavwm had nolocked gates and as it was a wet
summer il was a quagmire and crisscrossed
wilh paths.

Returning home 1 met a group of resi-
denlsincluding Mr & Mrs Forresterand Mr
Spenlove-Brown, and [ repeated the gues-
ticn; Mr Forrester, who knew more about
the legal position of the lawn than any ol us
said what we needed was a residents' asso-
ciation to act 25 a forum for the residents
and manage the lawn fund, Some fobbying
wasdone and & meeting ealled for Julywhich
was allended by 35 residents. Mr Edward
Goring who lived at No 10 and who was on
the staflof the Evening Chronicle was nomi-
nated Chairman and a provisional commit-
tee was formed.

12 outstanding problem was the condi-

ol the lawn, the railings and the gates,

“efid Mr Speniove-Brown whose fa mily had
been associated with the Crescent for many
ycars proposed Lhat we recognise the 1975
bicentenary of the completion of the Cres-
cent by restaring the railings and the gates,
The provisionzl commitlee. drew up 2
constitution which stood the test of Lime for
many years and for this we are largely in-
debted to Mre Forrester,

In February 1974 the inaugural meeting
of the Sociely washeldinthe Roval Crescent

Haotel, the committes was formally elected
with myseli as secretary and Sways of redue-
ing the misuse of the lown by the general
public’ were discussed. The old Lawn Fund
which had been collccted by a firmof solici-
tors was bankropt. and the commities set
about geuting estimales for the repaic of
railings and gates and made an approach Lo
the Hiztoric: Buildings Council who visited
and were sympathetic. In the meantime 66
members were recruiled tothe Society and
it was agreed Lhat the Sceiely take over the
management of the Lawn Fund for which
the subscription was doubled with no one
dissenting.

In 1976 the railings were restored, the
gates made 1o tock and subscribing mem-
bers given a koy. But it was not withowt
anxicly, the bill was £3,402 (possibly nearly
L20,000 in today's meney). The Depariment
of the Environment paid £2,552 leaving the
Society to find £850. Residents donations
amounted o L350 but there wasa nasty gap
oI£500 thatwe had not got. Thes, one daya
Mr Millichip arrived to sce the secretary, he
wanted o film Joseph Andrews and use the
lawm; we cordially invited him to a meeting
and we did a quick deal for £1000 (£500 in
advance please) and all was saved.

During the filming the unsightly forest of
lelevision acrials had been remioved, and,
with the backing of the Bath Preservation
Trust, the Society starled a campsign to
remove the defacement of the Crescent by
aerials and dangling wires. The chief engi-
ncer from the BBC in Bristel visited and
adviscdon (hree masier acrials at the cost of
£80 per house. The guestion was would
everyont co-operate? and as the file grew
thicker it was decided to rely on moral per-
suasion 2nd the growing attraction of roof
space aerials, nol to mention the inordinate
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cast of roof repairs. In the end persuasion
paid-and it is now bard 10 recollect how
unsightly the skyline once was and how
many facades were festooned with wires in
the front.

In 1578 the Royal Creseent Tlolel was
acquircd by Blakeney Totels and there were
a number of meclings with the Socicly o
cxaming plans and to guestion the architect.
NOs 15 & 16 had been o Guest House sipce
1930 and there was no prospect of reversing
the change of useandaller manymechings il
was decided not to register opposition.

During the same year the Society started
to plen social evenls Lo raise money for the
restoration of the Theatre Royal, this had
the dual advantage of bringing residents
together and raising £500 for the theatre
and curname i on the Roliof Honour, Al
thesame lime the wife of our treasurer, Mrs
Phyllis Otley, suggesied that we nuake beller
usc of the basements and hold a Basement
Garden Competition. The Packs Depart-
ment was asked to judge and many base-
ment dwellers became enthusiastic garden-
ers whose efforts oficn seemed 1o be of
more intcrest o visilors than the architce-
ture above.

Tourism was increasing sharply and 1978
saw our first protest to the City Council
about the number of coaches coming round
the Crescent and the damoge they were
doing o the road and the febric. Lellers
were passed from department o depart-
ment and-from Bath 10 Avon with no satis-
Fclion, our MP and councillors were in-
volved, Then et one siormy AGM, palicnce
exhausted, a special traflic commitlee was
scl up under the chairmanship of Captain
Francis Burne, the administrator from Mo 1
whao had eéxpericnes in such matters. The

team worked indefatigably, producing sar-

veys, photographs, BBC interviews and
eventuallvagueestionin the House of Lords,

which, against-all odds, produced results.
The last survey showed that something like
B0 coaches aday were thundering round Lhe
Crescent.

In 1989, thanks to the chairman, Sir
John Barraciough, legal advice and the sub
committee and support from the Bath Pres-
ervalion Trust an appeal against 2 scoond
hotel being opened in the Crescent was
upheld. One of the ielling faclors: was Lhe
increase in the amouont of traflic a second
hotel would engender.

Unfortunately the ban-on coaches di<
not apply 1o local buses and these hig
grows in number over the past five yearsgy
Last summer'’s survey showed that @ bus
came round the Crescent every six minules
and there were often two or three in the
Crescont at the same lime, Furthering our
objective "o preserve and protect the Royal
Crescent and ils eovironment' the Socicly
has lobbied vigorously Avon, DBath,
UNESCO and the media that cither there
should be a ban on buses, or that the fre-
quency be reduced and that long term solu-
tions such a3 access only be: explored. The
fight agninst the coaches took cight years
and mountains of letters and documents,
the fight against the buses looks asif it will
take as long.

When the Sociely was [ormed 21 years
ago the status of the Lawn Fund and the
owncrshipofthe lwn was ambiguous. Jokn
Wt el the lawnand its boundariesto!
residents of the Crescent 10 use and maitt
tainand from the carly nincleenth ¢entury a
Lawn Fund wassubscribed toby ownersand
residents. In 1992 a concert in (he front of
the Roval Crescent made us consider this
matter more serfously and the Society i
Ieaking ab the long term legal position.

The first minutes of the Sociely show
thatthe members were concerned aboutihe
poblic access 1o a private [awn, Chis was
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because in 1973 there were no effective rail-
ings and pates. Once the gales were closed
the situation improved and for o few years
there was comparative peace, residents sat
peacefullyon the fawn reading their newspa-
pers. Hlowever, inthe Jast ten years or sothe
Fa-ha has been less and loss of a bareicr, it
has crumbled and the ditch has fifled in, in
conscquence the lawn becomes an cxlen-
sionof the playing arca of Victoria Park,
With Pilch invaders impervious to remind-
ers that this is private properly, the Society is
rewseeking o restore the Ia-ha toits origi-
 dimensions 45 @ conservation project
Jygend hawve started a Ha-ha restoration: fund.
It was noticeable that when the ITa-ha was
barricaded off for the coneert last year the
lawn remained free from invasion.
Looking back over the minutes of 21
years one is lefl with a sense of wonderment
that a small, oft times diverse, sometines
perverse, and at all times articulate commu-

nity, has been able to achieve so much,
Thanks 1o the constitulion a large pupiber
of residents have served as officers and

“committee members and have given lime

and experlise beyond the call of doty.
Thanks ta the vigilance of the Sceiety the
gatesand the railings remainina reasonable
state and at most Umes the lawn & peacelul,
there has been no second hotel, coaches
have been banned, a reasonable residents'
parking scheme has been achieved, and we
now lock forward to the restoration of the
Ha-ha and to the cessation or diminuation
of the buses,

From the start the Society acted as a re-
sponsible body concerned with ils unigue
architectural heritags, aware that living in
the cynosure af tourist eyes entails responsi-
bilitics as well as privileges and for Lhis rea-
son the Society has earned respect. But the
price is like the price of liberty, it is elernal
vigilance and the support of every resident.

Will the residents of the nea 21 years be s vigilant as those fromits foundation ta the present?

EVENTS IN ROYAL VICTORIA PARK

aj. Bath Festival Opening Night celebrations Friday May 271h

b Balloon Figsla - Tom 28th & 29th May
). Morwich Union Classic Car rally - Rioyal Avenue Sunday 291h May
d. Kids Out Event - Royal Avenue

230 disabled children trip to Longleat

il Bath Fringe - Bandstand area

Sculptures and other childrens evenls

Wednesday 2th June

28th May - 13th June

0. Childrens Folk Dancing
Toyal Victoria Park Bandstand area 11th June
). Elysian Games - Arca below Ha-ha 23th June.
hi. Karmann Ghia VW Cabriclet Owners Cleb
Royal Avenue 261h Jupe
i Bath Tristhlon 10th September
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CRESCENT NEWS

BASEMENT GARDEN
COMPETITION

This compelition ingugurated 14 years ago
continues (0 generale enthusiasm and a
high standasd of entry. Thisyear for 1993,

1si prize. Mrs] Thornlen of Mo 3

2nd prize MrsV {}swa!d of Ny 28a

3rd prize Mrs A Trechmann of Mo 3

MR PETER GREENING

The Society is sorry to report the death of
MrPeater Greening of the Bath Preservation
Trust who served as a co-opted member of
the committee for a year, Peler Greening
was a valucd member of the Trust and al-
wiysa greal supporter of the activitics of Lhe
Ruoyal Crescent Socicly,

PURLICITY

‘The Crescent continues o atiract interna-
tional interest. The glossy German interiors
magazic PRIVE featured usas Yegelinfesen
Adressen Englands' in its "Oktober” issue.
Translatlors are urgently required o inter-
pret the articie Please! (call Michael Dawon
3155297

FESTIVE DINNER

Our Twellth Might Festive Dinner at the
Toyal Creseent Hotebwas voled the best we
have had - thanks to Manager Simon
Coombes and his icams dilizent efforts and
Jenny Hardistny's organising -skills. MNearly
S0 members and guests thoroughty enjoyed
4 convivial evening at allraclive and pref,
ential rates. Members were also pleased f
weleome our Solicitor Mr Tom Shepherd
and his wifc as their Guests and Mr Charles
Smith, Friend of the Socicty.

MEMDBERSIIE DRIVE

This edition of the Newsletler is senl not
only to 100 Members and Triends but to
every fraceable resident of the Crescent,
The latter srcconstantly encoursged Lo join
and support the Sociely's wark to Preserve
and Enhance' the Crescent; and will receive
the Socicty's new pamphlet which scts out
these ains and cur achievements more viv-
idly. Copies are also available from any
committee member and will be distributed
elsewhers to encourage potential friends,

LIGIIT UP FOR TITE FESTIVAL -

The Bath Festival opens on Friday, 27th
Maywith a progromme ofenlertainment for
all the family in the Royal Victoria Park
including jugeling, kite Dying, live theatre
and music for children [ollowed by a Balloon
Fiesta and lots of varied music.

The evening is made by candles being fit in
thewmdows of the Raoyal Crescent and adja-
cent streels ab dusk and it is boped that as
manyresidents as possible will co-onerate. IF

you-are fearful of five risk; consider using
clectriccandies as are usedin the windows of
No 1; the Socicly has idenlilied some of
these at very modest cost and will ake or-
ders at the AGM, where a sample may be
seen. For maximum effect front rooms
should be darkencd from dusk while the
candlesare afight. At 10 o'clock therewill be
a firewaork display. mounted this year on the
Goll Course behind the Crescent.
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CABLE EVERYTHING

Your commillee bas been told that the lay-
ing of sircet cables for cable television, tele-
phone, banking ¢ic. could start in Sepien-
ber this year, The franchise company (Uni-
versal studins) has soupht the committee’s
views and we have repesented our concern
aboat- the potential disturbances to ‘our
stong sclis and the pennant stonc paving
both to the company and (o the Bath City
Couneil. Tt is hoped to have some responscs
in lime for the AGM.

" VALETE
L

Besides losing the services of Dr Monica
Baly, two other members of the commitics
are slanding down (partially in oné ¢ase).
Annabel Trechmann has been a stalwart,
charming and hardworking  commitice
member and secrelary since 1936, We shall
niiss her bright and unhibited contributions
and her  unstinting reliability in a crisis.
Christopher Woodward joined the commil-
tee as soon as he arrived in the Crescent 3
years ago as part of the Bath Prescrvation
Trust Georgian Group. His contributions
havebeen invaluable, bringing alivelyerudi-
tion o commitlee meetings and he has
driven the I'a-ha Commitice's work intelli-
gently andwell inspite of difficulliéswith the
City Council. Mercifully he has agreed 1o
eo 'inue his work so we have not losthim
At lher,

e
TOURIST BUSES

‘The ad-hoc mieeling bstween Avon and
Bath eouncils had still not been held at the
time of going to press; despite having been
agreed on Dec Tih, Itis hoped Lo have mare
information at the AGRKM.

Asteporied inthe Winter issué this meeting

isintended toidentify the means ofreducing
the use of this Crescent by heavy tourist bus
traffic. The discussions are intended to ad-
dress our petition for some form of partial
closure sianed by well over 100 residents,
and the criginal Traffic Regulation Crder
reducing numbers io 5 per hor.

Meanwhile Dadgerline Bus Company,
prompied by our MY, Don Foster, has for
the first time since the Bus Scrvices began,
written {0 the Society's chairman. The [et-
ter's subtlety was recopnised in the chair-
man's. reply and both are printed below.
Susequently, Don Foster’s staff, half
briefed, sought a date for a meeting but
could: not say who was sceking one. We
await clarification. Finally some members
will have secn the largely favourahle articles
in the Mational peess, The Independent of
17th January 1994 and theDaily Mail Maga-
zinc Saturday 13th March, bringing our
concerns 10 a wider audience.

20th Tanuary 1994
Dear Mr Diag

I have seen o copy of the corre-
spondence bepween yourselfl and Dor Foster,
ME, concerning the Royal Crescemt/Open
Top Bus issue.

I have never refused fo ineet any
gronp of residents over any modier- affecting
Badperline but have never had the opporiz-
nityio discuss any makterwith members of the
foval Crescent Sociery.

Whilse I susprect it may be Jiffrout
to regeh agreament, I believe there may be
some value in holding exploratory tallks, if
only to hétier understond each others pogi-
it

Shondd you therefore wish fo hold
ameeting, I would be rmore than happy o do
Feh
Yours sincerely
M & Crtis - Regloral Direcror
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Circivenan’s Reply
Jist Jannary 1994

Drecar Mr Cruries,
Tonrist buses in the Roval Créscent,
Thank you for pour detter of 200h Janwary
1994

My comumiitec and { suppart your view
hat agreciment between your comitercial
and o conservation inieresis wonld, as you
say, be difficlt. We hiave botly made: onr
positions clear o the refevant Traffic Man-
agerment Awthoriyy witdich will decide ihe
everiiad softron fo e prolleins your operd.
iton fas erdated.

Az the longstanding custodians of this
centuries old Crescent wealso note thatin the
8 or Oyears since yourrelalively recenl opera-
sion bepan, vour current letter Is the first
comununication you have made to this Soci-
ely. Therefore your eomiment that you have
‘never had the opportiie to diseuss matters
witht e iy hored fo indersiand,

Consequently we find difftculiy in secing
gy pavticrdar prerpose af s siage inholding
a ineering witlh you, b showld yor wish fo
initiate one, perhaps under e Chairmanship
af e M, Don Foster, we would be prepared
tor consider attending.

This correspandence Is copled 1o Mr Fos-
I,
Yonrs eic -
Michael G Daw
Chiainnan, Rovel Crescent Society

WE ONLY STAND AND WAIT

Atthistime yourcommitieeis eagerly await-
ing updates from various avtharitics on the
following lopics.

IMG - News of any concertin the park.

Bath & Avon Councils - 8 definitive decision
on the use of (he Royal Victoria Park allot-
menis as a Travelfers! site.

‘Ad-hoo' meeling decided 71293 on [he-

reduction of the use of the Crescent by tour- —

is1 buses.

Baih City Couneil - Public consuliation ex-
ercise promised 25.10.93 on our petition (o
make the Crescent Aceess Only.

Rath City Council - Any news on the inten-
tions regarding the Ia-ha Archaclogical dig
now outstanding for nearly a year.

Our MP's Staff - Clarification of who, if
anyone, wants @ meeting between Badger-
line and the Society.

This Newsletier i poblished by The Poyal Créscent Saciciy.

Editor - Dr Manica Baly, 19 Royal Creseent



