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The Chairman's Notes

Since the last Newsletter, Summer, the
‘Conecert and the main tourist invasions have
all comé and gone, Tourist Buses are siill
with us, bul even at the height of the s=ason
were paorly patronised. As our moniloring
shows, the average occupancy ds only 15
people per bus.

However, aswe cxpecied, the bus compa-
nies have kepl to Lthe volunlary agreement
they deviscd and have nol excecdead itslimits
significanty. Whether they would continue
this "good behaviour'if they know they were
not being monitored is @ matier for subjee-
tive judament.

Cr iz it? The old adage - by their deeds
shall ye know them - springs to mind, The
bus companies' deeds present a sad record:
they have stopped on double vellow lines (o
deliver commenlaries [illezaly they now

stop on double and single yellow lines to
drop and pick up passengers (illegal); they
used o bombard us, and continue o bom-
tard the rest of Bath, with loud amplified
commentary (inconsiderale and insensi
tive]; theyhave never expressed the slightest
concern about the visible damage they have
caused to the road surface (irresponsible);
they have never sought to discuss the impact
of their "services” on those most affected
{diseourteous and aloafy; they have then
complained thal they have been "unable” 10
have a dinlogue with residents {economical
wilh the truth); they accuse us of being
aoainst  lowrism  (miscepresentation, we
have always made clear that we welcome
Leurist, bud not in buseésy; and finally, per-
haps warst of all, they admit privately that
this. Crescent could without practical of fi-
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narcial difficulty be left off the 1our route,
whilst publicly insisting on it until foreed (o
do otherwise (two-faced).

Such arecord speaks for itself as an indi-
cator for future conduct. On December 7ih
County Councillors will be invited o make
sorne decisions and we hope they lake note
ofit. Onething has come out of the debate:
implementation of our petilion for partial
closure cle. could save |he public purse
L160,000 or mare < mare.than the-enlire
annual budget for basic carriageway mainte-
nance for the whole city.

TFortunately we have strong support from
oupe Vice Prasident, Locd Stocktion, whose
robust approach could with benefit be
emulated by ous MP Don Foster instead of
the very disappointing "keep me informed”
responst he has given, afler some pursuit. A
[uller report on the tourist bus situation will
be Tound on anclher page.

Alter the nunor brouhahas about the
concert, gencrated by & few residents fsone
ofwhom contrived Lo beawayat the time..),
theevent itselfwas sell-evidently enjoyed by
the majority of residents who used rooliops,
windows, forecourts, the pavement and the
Lavwiy ilsell to refish the music and the last
warm evening of the summer. T sent on
behalf of Lhe majorily of members, a shert
message ofweltome 1o Dane Kid anditwas
elear lhat she Loo eajoyed the evening and
the pleasure it gave (0 50 many,

An unexpected vindication of your com-
mittec's plans.ta restore the Ha-ha wall znd
ditch came when Lhe lower public park was
sealedoff during construction of the concert
arena. Throughout that time, despite good
weather, there were almost no fheursions
ortothe Lawn by footballers ete.. This must
demonsirate that the less inviting the 1a-
[1a barricr is made Lo climbers, the mare
private and unviolated our Lawn will re-
maif,

With much regret this newsletter include:
notes of the sad demise of lwo stalwart sup
porters and characters of this Crescent - Dr
George Kersley and Col. Joho Woolam
Bath will long be remembered for differen)
butworthy reasons and much missed. Youw
committee approved a donation to the re
quested charity in the name of Dr. Kersley
and a floral tribute for Col. Wealam,

Cnahappier note, I hope you will be zble
to come to this seasons [estive dinner. Mrs
Jenny Hardisty made the happy suggestion
of Twelfth Night as an alternative to the pre.
Christmas rush and you will have scen the
cther, more bibulous and pecuniary, 2dvan-
tages of this date in the fiyer senl (o all
members (if you should have missed yours
please call her at the Royal Crescent Hotel
an 319090).

Finaily may I wish all members and their
familiesawarm and enjovable festive season
and asplendid New Year.

TOURIST BUSES
Counly Council Progress

Aswe po o press, 2 crunch debate in the
Avon County Council's Public Hishways
and Transport Committee (PHTC) looms
closel Members will recall the six month
volunlary agreement (VA) under which the
bus companywere tooperate nine buscs per
hour, and our Moniloring of the traffic.

Couaty officials have produced a 17 page
very detailed report for the meeting, analy-
sing alltbe issues insome depth. It therefore
emhodies toomany point Lo be covered fully
here (il any member wishes 10 s2e a copy,
please contact Chairman on Bath 315529),

However the report does at [ast recognise
the damage caused by heavy tralfic and the
need Lo achieve a redoction in the level of
use of the Crescent. It also postulates that 1o
implement our petitionin some form could
save £100,000 or more on road mainte-
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nance, But becavse of chjections by the
Chiel Constable, and the bus companics,
plusan equivocal stance by Bath City Coun-
cil who have yet 1o undertake "consulia-
tions”, the report concludes by recommend-
ing an "ad hoc” meeting between the two
Couneils 10 try and find a way ahead. Soall
may nat yet be lost,

" Your Traffic Committee (Dr. Len Fisher
and Simon Crowe) have at some: spoed
produce.a report of its own for the mecting
(eopy available from Simon on Dalb
483830 which principally summarises Lhe
results of our moniloring excrcise {see be-
1w} bt also addresses the principal issues
inthe County Report. Our County Council-
lor Mauvreen Wheadon is continning 1o be
extremely belpful in pracessing and present-
ing our views,

Thie: main recommendations in cur report
are o return to the original concept of a
traffic regulation order with a dimit of 5
buses per hour and 1o test this at public
inguiry because we have no faith in a volen-
tarymscheme (see Chairman’s notes).Fail-
ing this, curreportrecommendsadoption of
the request for access only with some minor
maodifications 1o meet the Chief Constabie's
concerns which we consider derive from oo
iteral an interpretation of the very brief
wording of the pelition ilsclf.

Secicty Monitering of Bus Trallic
Meanwhile you will wish to know the re-
sulls of eur monitering of the bus {rallic,
This has Been statistically analysed by you
Traffic Commillee and shows that for this
period - as expected - the bus companics
have been careful to keep fairly close 1o the
VAL On average 9.3 buses per hour passed
through the Crescent every day (with some
significant peaks above that). That is siil
ome bus every SIX minutes and at least one
ifnoel morebusesin the Creseent for 0% of

the day. Busesalso roulinely stop anywhere
and everywhere, on singleand double yellow
lines (o pick vp and drop olf passengers. If
the WA under monitoring produces thess
rosults, then when it operates unmenitored
{heincidence is almest bound to dse and gel
warse,as the peaks multiply under the many
Rexibilities the VA conditinns allow.

The National Debate

On arcther front, the last newslelter re-
parted our contribution to the Mational
debate on deregulation via & leliee to the
Dicpariment of Transport. This Ietter has
been most ably and strongly backed uphy a
direct intervention by our Viee-President,
Lard Stockton writing to the Secretary of
Slate for Transpoet, JohnMacGregor. S08's
reply trod & feirly well worn path of saying
that this was a local matler capable anly of
local solution; we can only hope that the
wider fssue (that derepulalion was not in-
tended to unleash damaging heavy trafficon
Heritage sites, but 10 [ree local and inter-
City public transport) has -not been com-
pletely overlooked.

Our MP's response

Earlier this year we sought the assistance
of our new MP, Don Foster in our eam-
paign. At first he acknowledped [he prob-
lemas-bere and elsewhere and promised to
write further. That was in March. We heard
nothing further and se wrole again in Scp-
tember @and reccived a reply which added
nothing to the debate, offered no support
and asked 1o be "kept informed”. He had
spoken to Dadgerline who apgain said that
they had "been unabie to meet with the
Sociewy”. They presumably omitted 1o el
him that no such mecting had ever been
proposed by Dadeerling as the creators of
the problem; itis cerlainly notyour Commit-
o'z inlenlion 1o go tapin hand 1o them.



This response is very disappeinting, particu-
laely when compared with the slrong sup-
port given by our former MP Chris Patten,
even when by doing so he was virtually titting
at his own Party's policy.

TRAVELLELRS

Avon County and Bath Cily Councils
have still made no decisions onwhere toset
upsites for "travellers”, but have agreed toa
joint series of meetings, stretehing well into
1994, to "seek clarification of the joint crite-
ria for site selection in the Bath area”. Thus
the site- behind Marlboroegh  Buildings,
against which most residents sizned a peté-
tion prepared by the Society, is still a poten-
tial option. Your Committee will continue
1o moniter and report developments:

GAS PIPE RELAYING

Aswe g0 (o press British Gas has just
besun the major maintaying works in the
Crescent, Residents should have scen BGs
letter giving advies about the event and
some may have been visited by Mr Peler
Barnett, BG'S engineering officer, who may
be contacied for more information on Bath
444321, He glsosought 2 discussion with
your Comnaittec at which we explained cur
concerns about the propersafeguarding of
thevaluable and rare sloneselis which maks
up the roadway and their reinstatement,
This concern has been (aken to heart, bual
BGs statualory duty is to replace any dis-
turbed surface exactly "as found®; there will
not, therefore, be any major repair of the
undulating road surface - the undulations
will be reinstated 1

BUSES FOR LAWNST?
Given the two conlinuing matters of con-

tention which exercise us, some residents,

have sugpesied that inreturn forws granting
use of the Lawn for Conecris, we be relicved

of the tourist bus traflic. Your Committec
hastooked atthis but concluded that such an
exchange is neither within our giflt nor prac-
tical. The Society has no authority to grant
useofthe Lawn without the consent of every
resident and the orzanisers of the Concerts
and the operators of the buses are cntirely
different entities. There {s no avenue by
which this idea could be pursued.

BATH UNIVERSITY PROJECT

Bath University's Director of Develop-
ment, Jointly with their Director of Archi-
tecture Building and  Engineering, ap-
proached your Committes with a reguest
for assistance in a new computer based
project they are developing with Bath City
Council.

The aim isto produoce 2 detailed 3:dimen-
sional computer model of the whole -
tyscape with: as much detail as possible of
important individual buildings. This could
beused as an aid o decision making when
planning applications are made: decision
makers could look at the existing building or
street scene in 30 on the screen and see the
new proposal injected into it they could
even 'walk around' it at ground level, seeing
everything toscale and in perspective. The
'model’ would also provide for the first time
a complete and detailed record of the City,
and impaortant buildings as they are at any
givendate and, over time, the history of their
develnpment and changes.

The University would like to start setting
up.a delailed record of this Crescent - incud-
ing, ifowners permitled, interior layoutsand
features; they sought the good officesof the
Socicty Lohelp proselytise the project; set up
a meeting of residents and co-operate gen-
crally. Benedits to participants would be a
record of their own building and, aliroisti-
¢cally, helping a University/City project for
the benefit of education and conservation.
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Your Comunittee examined the propasal
and decided that in line wilh policy estab-
lished by members at the '93 AGM, the
Society should neither take on any co-ordi-
nating role, nor supply any details of regi-
dents or members: the University should
organise its own meeting, establishing resi-
dents namesetc. from public sources (eg the
TFlectoral Roll, Counel tax list ete). Your
Committee was also concerned thal records
of houses interior arrangements could, if
reaching the wrong handsbeuseful totheill-
disposed. Decisions on whether to partici-
pate should therefore be left to individual
residents if and when approached by the
University.

THE REPAIR OF THE GOTHICE
SCREEN WALL AT THE BOTTOM OF
THE GARDEN OF NO. 18 ROYAL
CRESCENT, BATH.

‘Thepew owners.of the ground foor flatat
Mo 18 have reeently carricd out repairs Lo
the interesting Georgizn Gothick screen
wall. The former coach house, stables and
yard have been replaced by the current car
repair shop but this Georgian screen wall
facing the parden survives, albeit in poor
repair. As residents will know several rela-
tively ambitous screen walls survive in this
position in the gardens of ofher nOuses,
some with elabarate classical facades, the
grandest being the twostorey Baldwinesque
elevation next door at No 19 None other
however, as far as T know, was built in the
rococo Golhick style which was particularly
fashionable in the middle of the century (CL
the Countess of Huntingdon's Chapelin the
Vingyards of 1765) but contineed invogue,
especially far Bath coach houses, well into
the Rezcncy period. I cannat howevet recall
another in Bath where the doorway and
windows on eilkerside bave been treated as
arehaenlnaically a5 here, with moulded re-

veals to their openings.

When the new awners bought the prop-
erly the central doorway was blocked with
breeze blocks and each window had had an
incongruous modern window inserted in is
lawer half. Its upper half and the west win-
dow retained clear traces of grey paintwark
with trompe I'osil simple intersecting trac-
ery, mysteriously alse painted grey, outlined
by charcoal or black lines representing the
lead cames of diamond paved panels of glaz-
ing. They concealed the breeze blocks with
vertical boarding and restored the modern
windowopening toa flat masonry surface by
filling itwith flat Bath ashlar walling. Follow-
ing discussions with myse!f and Richard
Strachey of Mimbus, the Congervators, the
windows znd their moulded reveals have
keen cleansd with fine water sprays, de-
cayed portions and open joints have been
filledwith lime mortar pigmented with stone
dust tomatch the stone and the 'glazing hias
been repainted, great care being taken to
match [he careless variation of pane size in
the original work, Since the tracery did not
read assuch painted greywe took the libecty
of painting it to match the stone,

The effect of grey 'glazing charcoal cames
and stone coloured reveals and tracery 38
very convincing, especially when viewed
from a distance as one enters the garden
from the house. [ hope that one day further
funding may sliow the completion of the
project with a similar treatment of the door
and the repair of the rest of the wall. I also
trust that, following the recentréfusal ol the
application for three sterey housing behind
the wall an appropraite wo storéy mews
building with a roof will replace the repair
shop. This would convert what is at present
merely & wall into the back - or, architectur-
ally speaking, the front of a mews cottage,
albeit one where conventionally the oecu-
pants could not logk pato the garden tht
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windows being sham to human cyes what
would otherwise have seemed a cold and
impersanal treatment of a blank wall while
preserving the social conventlons of a by
aone age.  James Ellion 26.10.93

THE RESTORATION OF THE HA-HA

I recently chanced acrass 2 notice in the
‘Bath Chronicle' of November 1773 - as
Royal Crescent neared completion - an-
noncing that "all disprtes with regard to the
ground at the front of the crescent are amica-
Bly sentled”, Perhaps the author of the piecs
spoke Lo0 5001 ...

However, 2mid all the controversy of the
lawn it miight be helpful to remind Society
members of the aims of the Ha-Ha project.
Limagine mast people are aware that over
theyearsthe difch has flied inwithearth and
i5 no longer the obstacle itis supposed Lo be,
The Society is trying 1o restore its criginal
profile - and its original purpose. The wall
itself has been surveyed and Lhe mext stopis
for archaeplogical digs to establish what
proiie the dilch should be.

Bul members have asked -why dowe not
simply pick up shovels and dig out a deeper
ditch ourselves? Daoes it really matter if'it
does not follow the exact profile of the origi-
nal?

But the Ha-Ha iz not just any old ditch.
Mo doubl there are more important ditches
- nominalions are welcame - but they are
few and far between. This is a upique ex-
amipls of an urban Ha-Ela and it was a care-
fully considered feature of John Wood Ir.'s
design. Itwas his vision ofa city opened upto
the delights of the Picturesque countryside
which transformed town planning and ur-
tan life in Britain. The Committee feels (hat
the Ha-Ha deserves to be respectfullt re-
stored 1o its original character.

Furlhermore, we have been trying to
work hand in Band with Bath Citv Council.

An authentic restoration plan has a good
chance of receiving generous grant aid and
we must not forget that the diteh ilsell lies
within the land of the City authorities. Any
work we do must satisfy them - and picking
up shovels and marching into the park is
unlikely to doso.

It has even been asked, why not just put
upa fence? I pecsonally think this would be
wrong 1o because it would divide the view
from the Crescent into two, separating the
lawn and the gentle slope beyend. But
would it not be wreng tojenore the visiop of
Juhn Wood in soobvicus a way? Afler all,
don’t we pride ourselves en protecting the
Crescent’s historiccharcter? Andit s thanks
ta John Waood that we have such a delightfuf
place in-which to ve.

Christopher Woodward
FPS5... The painl colour of the railings around
the laiwn was analysed recently and is sup-
posed: that they were originally painted
green. Any votes for painting over that dull
Victorian Black.

GEORGE DURANT KERSLEY
ORE, TD, DL, FRCF, Hon DSe
Died in Bath September 15t aged 86 years

Georpe Kersley was a pioneer in cheuma-
tology when it was still & 'Cinderella’ subject
in - modern medicine. The eldest son of an
eminent Bath [amily at an-early age he saw
the sulferings of the visiters to Bath who
came to 'take the waters'. When he com-
pleted his training at St Bartholomew's he
resolved to take a research post at the Min-
eral ‘Water Hospital (later the Royal Na-
ticnal Hospital for Rheumatie Diseases),
this was a brave decision since with his abil-
ity, pood looks and charm he could have
found a post in a fashionable consultancy in
Landon.
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During the war Kersley sct up the Army
School of Occupational Therapy at Taun-
Lon and worked as anadviser to the Army on
the lraining of recruitsand therehabilitation
of the wounded from the Middle Bast.
Meanwhile, the Royal National Hospital
had been badly damaged in the Baedeker'
rdids and the paticnts were dispersed in
temporary huts, which is how T first knew
this hospital apd George Kersley, With the
comingof the Mational Health Service there
was an altempt to ¢lose the hospital which
George Kersley fought off. There then
starled a long battle the 'Save tha Min'
paticularly during the time of the Iozpital
Plan under Enoch Powell. George Eersley
was indefatigable and fought off five succes-
sive Ministers ol Health and against all cdds
the Min'survived and is now a refurbished
Trust Hospital,

Az a consultant George Kersley inter-
ested himselfin research and was a founder
member of both the Empire Rheumatism
Council (Now the Asthritis and Eheuma-
tism Council for Research) and the British
Association for Physical Medicine, It was
largely due to George Kersley's efforts that
this specialily gained recognition from the
Royal College of Physicians, George was
always a fighter.

In 1979 he was elected Mayor of Bath and
was alsoa foundermember and chairman of
the Bath Tattoo for whichhe was appointed
an OBE, he was active on the Bath City
Counell, chairing i commiltees for the
Arts, Libraries, Youth and the Spa, and he
was still fighting for the restoration of Bath
as a 5pa City al the time of his death.

Since living in the Crescent George Ker-
sley s been an-active supporter of the
Royal Crescent Society and a doushty cam-
paigner in limes of trouble,

Cur sympathies po (o his wile, Mickic,

stepson and his son and daughter by his
former marriage.
George Kersley was a man for all seasons
and the Crescent is poorer without him.
Monica E Raly

There was a well attended service al
thanksgiving for the life of George Keesley
inBath Abbey on October dih followed by 2
receptionin the Guildhall whichwas a happy
gecasion of which George would have ap-
proved,

OTHER CRESCENT NEWS
L. Col. John Martin Woolam

It is with sorrow that werecord the death
of John Woolam oo 17th Movember 1993
aged 79 years, John Woolarn had borne a
long and debilitating illness wilh characteris-
tic humaur and courage for some time and
oursympathy goes to Elizabeth, his wife, his
daughter Suzanna and his son Philip who
were with Elizabeth at the time of his death.
Far twenty years Tohn Woolam was & loyal
supporter of the Royal Crescent Society; we
are especially gratefol tohim for his services
as Treasurer for a number of years, putting
our finznceson asound basisand organising
our insurance. The Crescent will miss him
with hissound down to earth common sense
and humour,

Mrs Clilford Francis

We are also sorry to record the death of
Mrs Francis aged 96 years who was for a
number of years resident in Mo 5 Royal
Crescent and the Widow of Judge Clifford
Francis who also lived there. For several
years Mrs Francis was faithfully looked after
by her granddaughter, Mrs Annabel Trech-
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Twelfth Night Festive Dinner

for

Royal Crescent Society Members
al
The Royal Crescent Hotel

at 8,00pm
on
Thursday, 6th January 1994

Pre Dinner drinks in the drawing room at 7.15pm
MENU

Timbale of delicate fish mousse
boundina c¢hive and tomato butter

Pheasant cushioned on braised cabbage
Roast shallots and rosti potato

Vanilla brulee with Christmas pudding ice cream

Coffee and mince pies

By Special arrangement with the hotel the cost will be £16, the same as 1991 and 1992
Special Dietary alternative are available but sdvance notification is essential.

To make your reservation use the slip on your flyer or send your cheque (o the Royal
Crescent Hotel for the attention of Jeony Hardisty.

Early application is advised as a sitling plan has to be drawn up
It is hoped that as many members as passible will enjoy this festive cccasion
mesting their neighbours and enjoy a Happy New Year
In the mean lime have a Happy Christmas

Monica E Baly - Editor - 19 Roval Crescent - Telephone 424736



