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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES - Qur New Vice President

Ihese notes hive over the years tended (o
become & list of actions taken by your
Commitiee and have, copsegquently become
overdong. 5o this time 1 shall be briel by
concentriling on just one very significant
evenn, The other details will be found as
sepenile ilems elsewhere in the Newsletler.

1 very pleased fo be able o inform
members that, subject Lo ralification al the
nest AGM, your Commitlee has been
hinuwred toolfer the new pusilion of Thon-
urury Vice IPresident to The Right Tlonour-
able the 1arl of Stockton, is Lordship has
pracivusly secepted the postand hasalready
begun Lo tike a very active and informed
interest in our principal campaign - that
agninst the Tourist Buses. This s a maticr
he very clearly understands and which is
close Lohls personal interests as the adopted
Consernative Candidate [or Buro - MP for

the Dristol and Bath Area. In his aclivilies on
our behalf, Lord Stockton has undertaken
lo build on the very helplul work under-
taken several years ago by the late Lord
Mancroft, whose aclions in the Upper
llouse sct off our campaign against the
singlte-decker coaches to such a lying start
and a latally suceessful conclusion. Lam sure
I may speak for all members when I extend
a most warm and grateful welcome 10 our
new Vice-President and to his support for
our very important campaign.

“I'he Socicly's thanks are due in no small
measure already to our Avon County Con-
cillor Maurcen Wheadon for the vigorous
support she alrcady gives Lo our campaigr
and other matters, that she arranged the
introduction to Lord Stockton, That thi
happy event should have fowed from it
puts us further in her debt.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 1993

This years AGM was held as usual in the
Bath and County Club near Queen Square,
on April 20th. Well over 40 Members at-
tended and we were graced also by the carly
presence of Mr Hill, Bath City Council's
Horticultural advisor for the traditional
presentation of the Society's modest prizes
for the Best Basement Gardens, and by the
later presences of our Avon County Coun-
cillor Mrs Maureen Wheadon and our Bath
City Councillor Mr David Hawkins. Apolo-
gics for non-atlendance came fromalmost a
dozen Members and other City Cowencillors.

Business was conducted with a fair depree
of despatch, but not without some heat,
Int¢nse discussion centred on the continu-
ing saga over the use of the Lawn in relation
to both last and this year's concerts, The de-
cisionson thismalter have already been con-
veyed lo members in the Chairman's letter
of 3Mh April 1993. This letter also covered
the other principal topic, the situation and
planned actions in the campaign against
Tourist Buses.

The meeting also satisfactorily covered
withoul serious dissention, the sortof AGM
mallers common (0 any arganisation. The
Accounts, as audited were approved and, in
an unusual, bul tlime saving procedure,
members approved the Committee's rec-
ommendation that the very lengthy Minuies
of the last AGM and the Special General
meeting of last Autumn noi be read; copies
had been made available belore and during
the Meeting and were passed nem con. All
aclion matters were addressed in the Te-
parts by various Olficers.

The incumbenis of the Posis of Chairman,
Vice-Chairman, Editor and Remem-
braneer were re-elected unopposed, aswere
3 Commitiee members. There was only one
candidate for each of the Posts of Treasurer

and Secretary and these were duly elecied.
There were maore candidates than Posts [or
the remaning Commiltee seats and an clec-
lion was held, with clear resulis,

Thus your Committee for 199344 is:

Officecrs Iowse Tl

Chairman: Michac! Daw 10 315529
Wice-Chairman: Dr Len Fisher 20 424341
Treasurer: Simon Crowe 5 4d3830
Secretary: Veronigue Cswald 280 4217490
Fditar: Dr Monicn Baly 19 324730

Remembrancer: John Medding 29 331656

Committee Members

Christopher Woodward 1 481650
Cdr Roy Tilchen 10 424085
Mrs Annabel Trechman 5 310441
Mrs Jenny Hardisty Hotel 319090
Co-opted Member

Peler Greening
Bath Preservation Trost 338727

Finally, fur this briel report, Chairman
paid sincere and well deserved (ribuics 10
the hard working and super clficient out go-
ing Secretary, Shirley Parker and 1o the in-
stanl and burdensome assumption of the
Chairmanship last year by Dr Monica Baly,
presenting each with @ bouguer of lowers,
He ailsa thanked on behall of Members the
outgoing Treasurer Tan Neshitt for his es:
senlial and accurale work, and e Peler
Woodward of the liath Preservation ''tosi
for all his sage advice and supporl. Yoles of
Thanks were also passed for our patgoing
Auditor Brian Richards and for Chairman's
effortson the Buses. The evening concluded
with drinks and refreshments in the Club's
Member's Lounge.
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IN THE NEWS

In the Spring '93 Mewslctter, Chaisman
drew atlention to the amount of media at-
tention being devoled 1o the Crescent and
suggested that this could be used to benefit
our Conatitulional Objective. Well, the cov-
crape hasn'l diminshed. I anything it seems
1 hive increased, with several Iront page
staries in the Gvening Chronicle, (B3aih)
Fvening Post and inside storics in these and
the Western Daily Press, plus inlerviews on
130 Loeal Radio and GWIR

Mol all the eoverage has presented ug, asa
group, in a particutarly frowrable light.

Cur efforts o ‘protect and preserve” als
st inevitably lead us 1o be phjecting about
sumething and henee Lo be scen as a some-
whitl negative group.

Your Commilice is concerned about this
and does its best to counter it. Certainky il is
good Lo report that almost without excep-
tion, the local media is scrupulously accu-
rale inils reporting, and geiting down verba-.
timmost of the quotesit is given (thoughnot
always complete), Unfortunately most of
the public at large tend 1o read only the
broad headlines and not to take in the fing
print of the stories.

Sg your Committee has two proposals in
mind to help counter this rather negative
image and will be canvassing opinions in due
course. Meanwhile if you have any ideas
about this topic, or il perhaps you think it
docsn'l matter, please lel any of your Com-
miltee Members or Chairman know.

TOURIST BUSES

Clur campaign has conlinued 1o fire on
several fronts. Here is asummary at the time
of going o press.

Access only Petition

103 residents enthusiastically signed the
Petiticin on Avon County Council 1o "inves-
tigate wrgently closure of the Royal Cres-
cent lotrallie, excepl for Residents! parking
andd decess, as parl of the phase 1 wealfic
calming measures for Bath City Centre”.

e 'This action was agreed at the AGM as a

means of focusing Council atlention even
more vividly on this Crescent. Council Q[f-
cials ' reaction was, prediciably fairly nega-
tive. Two months after the Petition was
presented to full Council, by our indefiti-
gable Councillor Mrs Maurcen Wheadon, a
Report was presented to the Public High-
ways and Transport Committee merely list-
ing all the difficulties which stood in the way
of the aclion and proposing o defer any-

thinguntil the end of the 6 month trial of the
Bus Voluntary Agreement.

Cur Councillor shared our view that this
wasguite unsatisfactory, A clear, dated plan
for action was required and the matter
necded to be dealt with separately from the
Voluntary Agreement; she very suceessfully
represenled these views al the Commitice
meeting and a lengihy debate followed.

‘The new Liberal Democrat Councillor for
anolher area of Bath lent his strong support
and Officials were told to think again and
report back at the next (October) meeting.

The Chairman wrole to the Councillor,
Mr Tom Ball thanking and encouraging
him. Meanwhile the local press seized on a
remark made almost jokingly by the Social-
ist Group Leader, tothe effect that since the
Crescent was 50 vulnerable and imporiant
then why not ban ALL traffic and pedestri-
anise it. Once again we were all over the
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front pages and on the local radio, reacling
10 & suggestion that was not being investj-
galed. Chairman ook the view, alrcady dis-
cussed in Committee, that yes, a complele
traffic ban would be the right and inevitable
solution - bul not for several pencrations,
when perhaps we are all no longer so de-
pendent on the car; for now, and the forsee-
able future, access was essential for Resi-
dents, but not for tourist buses. This mes-
sage gol good coverage and the cpisode
helped to maintain the already high profile
of this vilal issue.
Maonitoring exercise

Many thanks are due 1o the many mem-
bers who gave up Lheir time to monitor the
actual incidents of buses in response Lo our
Treasurer, Simon Crowe's note, The figures
are being kept under wraps for the moment
because this Newsletter has a wide distribu-

tion, but will provide good ammunition fo
the Councif's Review ot the end af the ¢
month trial af the Voluntary Agreemeni. 1
migy be necessary lodo some more monilor
ing Lo be statistically credible and volunteer:
will again be welcome,
We contribute to National Debate

Alerled by the energetic Chairman .
anather residents' group (Macaulay Duild
ings) your Committee learned of a Nationa
Study by the Department of Transport intc
the operation of local bus services outside
London and the impact of Deregulkition
Chairman sent a longish letier 1o the De
pactment autlining our position and e
action we had been foreed (o ke he has
been informed that although the sludy was
muinly aimed at the bus industry our letter
wiuld be considered along with 135 other
FCSpOnses,

DAME KIRI TE KANAWA CONCERT

Allresidents were given details of the posi-
lion about (non) - use of the Lawn in Chair-
man's letler of 19h July, By the time this
Mewsletter reaches members, your Com-
millee hopes lo have issued another more
detailed note giving later information as it
has been supplied by the Police and the
Organisers nearer the event. Indecd the
whole thing may be over by the time we are
able 1o get this Newsletter to you. This re-
port 15 therefore limited 10 background in-
formation.

The Organisers, International Manage-
ment Growp, IMG, have now told us that
they decided not to use our Lawn on 2
grounds,

First, obtaining permission of each indi-
vidual resident was seen asvery difficult and,
given thevigorous public and private objec.
tion of & small minority, pechaps impossible

[orthisyear. (Theydoexpect toreturn 1o the
charge for next year's event, however),

Secondly, they say they had 1o cut the
number af the cheapest seats (£20) by the
300K seats they lost and so ticket sales did
nol go as quickly as [or Carreras. They also
decided thae the principal of holding an-
other concert on the Sinurday night, of o
lighter Classical nature, would detraet sales
fromthe mitin evenl. So, noSeeond concert!
and no vse of the Lawn {except for artisies,
a5 guests of the hotel, getiing o and rom
Lhe stage).

Keaders: of the Bvening Chronicle will
have noted one resident’s successlul cam-
paign 1 perswade the organisers o change
their press advertisment which quoted the
event as being "in® the Royal Creseent to
"helow" the Royal Crescent, some [five
mynths after they st appearcd.
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TRAVELLERS

The debate over whether or where (o pro-
ide sites for the so-called "travellers® in
ath continues. Common-sense would pre-
Ippose that (o provide such asile ina Royal
ark, immediatcly behind a grade 11 Listed
uilding, in a Conservation Area, very close
vachildrens play area and obliterate well
ied pablicallotimenis in the process, wis a
m-starier. However Local government
®Eonol always  [ollow such  obvious
Lule © Jines,

OLttition 10 Avon County Counil,
jeeling tosuch a proposal, for a travellers
¢ o land behind Murlborough Duildings,
racted Y1 signatures. Chairman's cover-
j letter drew attention to the unpleasant

experiencessulfered by residents living near
other sites in the Cily, the inadequacy of
Iocal resources 1o control the site effectively
and the consequent risk of Spillage’ of the
travellers' activities over a much wider area,
and the risks of theft, litter and other anii-
social behaviour, especially along the route
from the sile to the locl Unemployment
Olfices ele.

This and other site suggestions drew a
total of several thousand signatures for
Councillor Mrs Maureen Wheadon's cam.
paign. Nevertheless none of the siles, in-
cluding the one near us, has yet been for-
maily rejected by the decision-makers.

Literally, wateh this space !

BATH FESTIVAL OPENING NIGHT

Auny residents represented 1o the Con-
‘tee Iheir disappointment at whal most
was the non-event of the Opening Might
this vear's Bath Festival, But starling on
plus side, the Car Pass system worked
¥y welland the cost of the programmes
sdonated from Society funds 1o the Fes-
I's nominated charity.,

lowever the main point of concern and
cism were pussed on o the OTEAnisers,
Y 1 not respond 1o Lhe letter, but did
n:lrgh;rhcn pressed 10 our request the

WOMAD

wur Committee did not, this year, make
formal comment or objection in ad-
e abowt the WOMAL eoncert in Au-
This was because, last year, it caused
ents here no serious disturbance - un-
tr peighbours in Marlborough Build-
and Turther up the Lansdown slopes.

following morning, (o clear up the Lown
from the debris left by the large-scale inva-
sion they had failed (o control on the night.
Let us hope that the new Festival Trust will
do better,

Dissapointingly only about 50% of resi-
dents decided (0 support the event by put-
ting the candles, provided by the Festival, in
their windows and lighting them at dusk.
(Your Committee heard that onc house-
holder actually returned the candies, with-
oul paying postage, (o the Organisers),

CONCERT

We therefore felt it a little unfair 1o be
made the bult of one of Pennington’s very
funny cartoons in the Evening Chronicle
(Tth August). As one has come 1o expect,
the Iiditor saw our point and Bave good
prominence to Chairman's letier of eorrec-
tion a few days later,

Foge 5
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MEETINGS

Your Commillce has met once since the
AGM and will meet again on Seplember
AMh. Do pass any matters you are con-
cerncd about 1o any Commillee Member
for discussion please.

Meanwhile, various Officers have becn
asked (o other specific discussions:

The District Commander of Avon
& Somersel Constabulary, Supl. Shipway
invited Chairman and Cdr. Roy Titchen 10
discuss the strect ol arrangements for
Dame Kiri Te Kanawa Concert (detailsina
separate Mier);

The organisers of the Concert
asked (o discuss the same matiers - the only
convenient time being 830 am,

Bath City Council's contractors,

Touche Ross, who are reporting on the fea-
sibility, and need/benefit to the City, of Spa
Baths invited the Federation of Bath Resi-
dents' Associations  [which our  former
Chairman founded) 10 FCpresent Qur views;
Chairman parlicipated;

The Architectural and Develop-
ment Directors of Iiath University invited
Chairman to discuss an exiling compuler
initiative which could help us apd the €7
this will be the subject ofa separatedel, &
Members. -

A new linteriors' magazing,
“Prive®, sought help with a planned (cature
on the Royal Crescent, #15 histarical biack-
ground; Chairman gave the London Pditor
an hour's inlérvicw.

MEMBERSHIP OF THE ROYAL CRESCENT SOCIETY

In view of the number of ssues in which
the Royal Crescent Society is involved it is
imporlant thal membership is kept at its
highlevel. 1you have not renewed your sub-
scription 10 the Socicty please do so before
the-end of September. Cheques should be

made payable tothe Royal Crescent Socicty
and Lawn Fund and scnt Lo

Simon Crowe,
The Treasurer,

5 Royal Crescent.

Membership of the Society

Residents are invited to join or rénew their
membership of the Socicly which entitles
them to participate in all of its affairs and
aclivities and Lo receive our periodic News-
letters. The subscription for 1993 will be £5
per person. The modest revenue from this is
needed to defray administration costs such

as printing and stationery; we also have tobe
ready to fund unexpecied and special ilems
such as legal costs of our successful opr

tion to the second hotel planning apf. "
1989, In accordance wilh the Constitutior
of the Society, subscriptions arc due by the
15t May, but may be paid at the AGM,

Support the Lawn Fund

Iesidents are also invited to contribule 1o
“THE LAWHN FUND'. This fund was estab-
lished by the then residents in 1825 and is
now administered by the Society lomeet the
costs of maintaining the raifings, which will
shortly require major repair and expendi-

ture, and the private lawn in fronl of 1
Crescent (which together form such ar
imporiant counterpart 1o the magnilicen
architcciural sweep of the houses) as speci
fied in the original Deeds and - 1cases con
veying the site -of each house [rom Johr
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Wouod to the first owners/developers in the
18th Century. These costs are shown in the
Annual Accounts and Residenis are invited
to contribule in proportion 1o the scale of
their own accomodation in the Creseent,
Contributions also entitle residents to a key
to the gates and access to the Lawn. The
Committee hopes that all residents will feel

able to contribute to the fund. Current
annual rales are:-

) Average Flal 7
b) Large Flat/Maisonette £15
c) Whole House £20
N.B. A 'Large IMal' extends laterally through
two houses and a "Maisonette’ through two
floors in a single house,

STOF PRESS
BUSES - BADGERLINE WOBBLES ?

we g io press we have heard of two
privi__conversations with Martin Curtis,
M:m%g Director of the £250M Badger-
line Bus Company, thal he would see no
commercial or practical difficulty in exclud-
g this Crescent from his bus tours.
However he apparently has no intention of
offering ta do this, until forced to do 5o by
the Traffic Management Authority - Avon
County Council. As long as he can meet
Lourist preferences (as he sees them) to view
the Creseent from 10 fect in the air (instead
of from ground level as its designer in-

tended), he will continue 1o do sa.

He also continues to make play of 1he fact
that there s no dialogue with this Secicty or
residents. In adopting this posture he gver-
looks that fact that we are the injured party,
irying to defend a 220 year-old environment
from his relatively recent intrusion and
damage. He has failed 10 make any ap-
proach to us.

For a Public Company otherwise so care-
fuland jealous ofits public image, Mr Curtis
does seem to have got these (woelemenis of
his Public Relations the wrong way round,

CRESCENT NEWS

Members will be sad to learn of Dr Ker-
sley's death on 151 September in the Raoyal
United Hospital. Dr Kersley hadan accident
in the home and sustained a fracture of
femur and after making progress and put-
ting  amagnificent fight complications set
in. 4| 'he sorely missed.

There will be o Memorial service for Tr
Kersley inthe Abbey on the 4th Oclober at
12 nuen, and aflerwards in the Guildhall,

We will publish an Obituary in the next
ISSUC,

Congratulations 1o Mr Simon Crowe and
Clare Millington on their marriage in Bath
on 4th Seplember.

Long standing members of the Royal
Crescent Society will join in wishing Canon
Shane Cotter well afler his triple by-pass
operation. Canon and Mrs Bellila Couter
(previously Spenlove-Brown) lived in the
Cerscenl No 27 & 28 and Canon Cotler will
be remembered for hislively participation in
the film Joseph Andrews.

THE HA-HA RESTORATION FUND

Is not dead, only sleepeth. There will be a report in the next issue.
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THE ROYAL CRESCENT A HUNDRED YEARS AGO

A partrait from the census return af 1891

No Headallfouse Status _ Age Occupation Oufier Qecupeanty cie,
L Adan owker Marricd 52 Propricior of Boanding Flose
72 fosclyes, wif el 2 servants
2 Frances K Conant Widow 26 Ouwnmieans  Brother JP, sister in law el 6 scncants
3 Limpty
4 [mma Studd Widow 5B Chwn means i STV
5 Johnll Sperling Marticd 66 Own means wife, w. dhanghier el d senanis
6 Francis Buckhardt Married 53 Own means 2 grown i denghues and 3 senariis
7 Ceorge Micklethwaite  Single a6 Major (Rer) J1 Micee fage 230wl § sorvanis
& Juhn Churchill Single 74 Colonial Service (Ret)  Sister fuge 73) and 308
8 Willinm L lenderson Marsied 67 lel, Bengal Civil Service Wife a4 iy
10 Anthony rmmond Marricd 67 I for Somerscl Wife el 5 PPl
11 Henry Mann Single 71 Own means sister fage 76) ard F servaies
12 lsanc Pitman Married T8 Shorthand Pub. & Printer Hfe, 2 grown i song
ariad 3 3ervieis
13 Catherine Millsop Widow 57 {wn mans 3 gronwn v dategliers el F servanis
14 Clharles Mackillop Widower 60 Chwn mcins wearricd devghter fuge 710, 3 grand
children gy 5 servanis
15 John Stome Married 72 Solicilor Wife aened o bervanis
16 William Hreaikenbeidge  Married 73 JP [or Somursel Wife gl § servanis
17 Charles M EFrith Murried 52 Monufaclurer 2 grown deanghters, 2 pousg s,
10 servanis ine 2 coaclimen
1% Alexander Falooner Ringle 64 Crwn means 2 pervany
19 tev. Fdward Handley  Married 48 Rector al Morihipe Wife, visitor ard 9 sen‘dnl
20 Percoval 1 uth Marricd 30 Crwnomcans Wi 2dmughrers, Tson arned S gervarl
21 Ilannah Officy Widiw 73 Own means Faervar
2 Lucy Scoll Widow Bl Own meins 2 dlunighers {oage 68 SL S senvant,
23 Tillen Pecl Single &7 Chamn means daervart
8 Empry
27 Hon Mrs 7 Walsh Widorw! 57 Chwn niuins A senant
28 Ilnra frudre Single ol Own means 2 ywngger starees el Tservant
29 hriana [Fmwming Widonw T Chwi iSO SENVRIS - (10 A s afvens el e
1 aura Andersun (Lindger) O s of thhe Jorese wirs awaty aond e "o
the howse s given ener de. bl
30 Fanny [ lawkins Widow 49 Crwn Gieans o reenage chifdren el Sttt

The cenms rerums only give a pictire of who was actually livingin the Crescent on the night of the cens
of 1891, Somepeoplemay have been awayand there may have been servanis wihies were pot living in; visito
are usally recorded as such 3o we assume thai the rest were permanent. In spite af the rescrvations ab
reading foe much info the refum of ore night a fairly clear portrair emerges, that of elderly restcletis fivin
in the main with elderly relatives on their own means. The numnber of unmarried daughters or nicces livit
wilh relatives reads fike Trollape and s a testamony 1o ihe position of wament in the Victorian €. The
were appraximately 58 adules residing in the Crescent bl they were mupported by somme 130 servantr me
af whom were young Huousemaids, lady's maids, parfour mraids ard nurse maids iended o be 20- Tt pes
old thongh cocks and builers were usually older, 5o in spite of the safd prafile of the howschalders the
miuest have been plenty of youshfud activity and gossip in the Crescent. One wonders wihiey pisee the faws

smavhe the nursemaids o Charles Mackillop's grandchildren or the eenage hildren of Mrs [awkins,
Uousicn I H



