THE
ROYAL

SOCIETY
Newsletter

i B *g ot B
AT ﬁ%mﬁé gﬂ‘;ﬁ ikt
siinn

;{;? Ef

CRESCENT

NE, v Lo
" "".{.:"" .igé_e__:_{;s.hwﬂ,,f

2 &?@ﬁ"‘%éb‘?mﬂ”;n“
&%}ww :

g
{'{5 Lhn
§+ =-‘§ }v.;

Tssue Wo. 19

Spring 1992

Rallying round the Crescent

Our Chairman Michael Daw reports on
a famous victory and summer song

'WODEL  of gracious living
probably  without equal any-
where in the world’. Se said
The Times describing the Royal Cres-
cent in a recent two-page feature on
Bath and adding to the pasons of praise
already heaped on Jobn Wood the
Younger's masterpiece over the cen-
mries.

Cur reputation increasingly attracts
such welcome attention, but it can also
appeal to the more crass opporiunism
of the emtrepreneur, The latest of these
was the Roval Auwtomobile Club, which

sought to start a car rally in the Cres-
cent on a busy Friday moming in Mar-
ch, to close the road from Gam and
probably to ban parking from the day
before, though they carefully avoided
mentioning this,

Your Commitiee objected at once on
the grounds of noise, intrusion, fumes,
gross domestic disturbance and the
general inappropriatensss of such an
event in a Grade 1 residential environ-
ment, An enguiry in January brought
no response from the Padks Depan-
ment (A co-organiser with the RAC)



Th

- et I
e batile over the rally was given extensive coverage in the
Press, Bath Evening Chronicle and Bath & Wilts Evening Post.

estern Daily

and your Committee mounted a vigor-
ous campaign o persuade councillors
to meject the proposal. Our letiers to the
Chiel Executive atiracted extensive
coverage by all three local newspapers
and BB.C. local mdio, The Bath
Preservation Trust also lent their sup-
port. Copies of our objections were
sent to our Ward Councillors, and led
by David Hawking, the chairman, to
whom our thanks are due, the relevant
Committee rejected the application and
moved the event to the more appropn-
ate setting of the Royal Avenue.
Another battle to preserve the ambi-
ence of this Crescent has been won, but
again, only through the vigilance and
efforts of your Commiteee. It is virual-
Iy certain that without this action the

event would have gone ahead with the
attendant misery for residents and visi-
tors alike.

cntrast such an offensive propos-

al with the pleasure to many
thousands and the major tourist boost
to the City, which we hope will be
brought by the fine singing and music
un @ summer Sunday evening in the
planned José Carreras concert on 28th
Tune,

The organisers of this event, although
still commercially based, have gone so
Some pains to minimise the impact on
residents and to help and protect our
interests.

The outline of the event will be
found elsewhere in a separate latter to
members and 1 anticipate giving fur-
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of open-topped tour buses this summer,
Members will have seen 1he situation
outlined in my letter in January, where
Avon County Councillors debated a
new Traffic Regulation Order which
would reduce the frequency of buses to
5 per hour (the best improvement we
can hope for at this stage.)

Because of the number of objections
1o the Order, many suprisingly from
Bathwick Hill residents, Councillors
have little option but to defer further
pursuit of the Order pending a site visit
(presumably including a bus-ride) and
discussion with Bath Ciry Councillors
and officials. We will continue to
watch and lobby.

otk to relay the tammac paving

around the Lawn railings with
Pennant slabs is now ‘probably’ to be
funded by Bath City Council, but the
Director of Engineering and Propeny
Services, advised by the Direcior of
Environmental Services, have now said
that they will not start until the railings
and their bases are put in a better con-
dition. This is likely to be an expensive
project for which your Commitiee has
insufficient funds at present.

We alzo believe that the cause of the
major deterioration in the condition of
the miling bases since they wem last
reinstated in 1973 must be the heavy
weight of traffic.

This is firmly disputed by Avon
County and Bath City Councils, and
we awail further advice from our solic-
itors and engineers before deciding
how to proceed. It would be & pity to
lose the opporunity for such a major

improvement to the Crescent.

his Newsletter is the one issue ¢

year which is sent to all residents.
owners and occupiers of the Crescent
besides Friends, members of the Soci-
ety or not. We eamestly hope thal
those not already members will. join
and that they, and existing members,
whom your Committee thanks for their
support, will all come to the Annual
General Meeting on 2Tth April, to
voice your opinions, hear the latest
news, and perhaps even gossip, meet
your Ward Councillors, elect your
Committee and have an enjoyable so-
cial evening renewing acquaintances
with neighbours and friends. Full de-
tails are on another page and I, and the
Committee, look forward to seeing you
there, O
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The day
bombs fell
on Bath

Dr Monica Baly
recalls the time
when Hitler
tried to destroy
The Royal Crescent

t the ontbreak of the Second

World War Bath was consid-

ered to be safe from attack

and received evacuees from

London, and, at two days notice, the Ad-

miralty, who requisitioned the hetels in
the middie of Bath.

After Dunkirk a bomber offensive was
the main contribution that Britain could
make to the war. At first it was anticipat-
ed that only military targets would be at-
tacked, but after 1941 such nicetizs went
no longer observed by either side.

On 28th March, 1942 Bomber Com-
mand attacked the port of Lubeck which
was also a mediaeval, Hanseatic town
with wooden houses, of which 40 per
cent were destroyed. Hitler was furious
and vowed revenge. Pan of the revenge
was to be Bath.

On 25th April, at 10.15pm 163 Ger-
man hombers crossed the coast and as
thew menad  towards Bath the  sirens

sounded but faw people took any no-
tice thinking that it was just another
raid on Bristol. However, the acwal
sound of bombs falling galvanised peo-
ple into action and most took cover, of-
ten in the large cellars under the road.
The Kingsmead area suffered most and
the whole area was soon alight with in-
cendiaries on the way to the gasworks.
The Civil Defence and Fire Services
came into action but they were ham-
pered because the telephones had been
cut and there was no co-ordination
with the headquarters at Apsley House
and there was a shonage of water.

The incendiary bombs were effective
in burning houses and creating a target
for the succeeding aircraft bot at first
there were comparatively few casual-
ties, The All Clear siren sounded and
people came out of their shelters but
soon the sirens sounded again and the
wardens shepherded them back. One
outstanding tragedy was the Scala cio-
ema shelter in Oldfield which filled
again and received a direct hit at one
end.

It is not known how many people i
the shelter were killed, bodies wert
blown across the road and some wer
unidentifiable. At the same time bomb:
fell all around Oldfield Park and man)
houses were destroyed. People could
see the bombers clearly and the gun
ming was so close that people had t
ke cover. First Aid workers and res
cue services worked valiantly and am
bulances took the worst casualties t
the two hospitals where the stal
worked continuously dealing with pri
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oty cases as best ﬂ'ney could, The dead
were left or ferried 1o make-shift mor-
tuaries. At last dawn appeared and the
bomibers flew off,

On Sunday, 26th April with fires still
bumning and people digging in the rub-
ble, the Salvation Amy and other vol-
untary services trying to deal with the
homeless and the bereaved, many peo-
ple, fearing another attack, decided 10
get oul of Bath even if it meant a night
in the open,

This meant that some buildings were
without firewatchers and some of the
voluntary services were depleted. That
night the sirens sounded agaim; this
time¢ the defending fighters had some
success, but it was a harrowing night
and several acres of buildings came un-
der concentrated attack. Once again
Kingsmead was the main target, a
bomb fell en the rails at Bath Station

mx'-

>¢&X

B

o
i
v

and St John's House was demolished,

Then the raiders anacked 1o the
Morth. The most famons loss was the
Assembly Rooms which had been
newly restored. The Fire Brigade head-
gquarters at No 3 Royval Crezeent ceased
to function when a near miss blew out
the black out curtaing; Mos 2 and 17
were gutted by incendiaries. Behind
the Crescent, on the triangle, St An-
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drew’s Church wenl up in flames and
much of Julian Road and around was
devastatid.

That night two hotels were hit and
partly  demalished, the Francis in
Queen's Square and the Regina oppo-
site the Assembly Rooms, causing
much loss of lfe. St James's Church,
which stood on Litlewoods site, re-
ceived a direct hit,

Ironically, the crypt was being used
as a mortuary for bodies from the pre-
vious night, now they floated out in the
water from the Fire Service; one of the
more macabre scenes of that dreadful
night,

Severe though the mids were they
failed in the primary objective of de-

Eﬁusé:ﬁi 3 the new Counctl Chamber planned jor the rear of the Cres-

the damage was mainly in the suburh
and the Georgian heart of the city wa
lefi largely untouched. But the damag
was great. Three hundred and twenty
nine houses were totally destroved, 13-
had to be demolished and 19,147 suf
fered some damage and the final deatt
toll was estimated ar over 400, Sadly
some bodies were unidentified and oth:
ers were unidentifiablae.

Most of the bombed areas remained
derelict for years. In 1958 the view
from the back of the Crescent was ol
lurge areas of waste ground with a pro-
fusion of rose willow and buddieia and
plenty of scope, amid the brambles, for
the parking of cars.

For years there was rubble a the end
of Northampton Street and where St

s,

cent, separated by a forecourt from Julian Road. St.Andrews Church,
bottom left. was to remain. with its soire removad.
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Andrew’s Chuech once stood eventual-
ly, and mercifully, there was a green
sward, On the North side, packing case
cancrete blocks were

san cottages were teplaced by what
Fergusson calls ‘hen coops’ visible
from every vantage poimt and the
unloved  Technical

erccied on the mbble,

Coliege, in the midst

d aptly P i i
el Nowwe (e
sadly out of scale . tion of the south west
with the surrounding may aSk' of Bath.
architecture and at ﬁ? Al the back of the
odds with the typical hD SaCkEd Crescent the com-

Eath roof line. In the
Crescent itself Mos 2

Bath?

plex of Georgian ar-
tisan houses around

and 17 were sympa- : _ Lampard Buildings
thetically mestored by Hltler or was lost. The Bus
the late Hugh Station  amd  the
Roberts of Brock the pOStwar Southgate shopping

Street, but for many
vears a number of the

planners?

complex, not exactly
architectural  gems,

houses showed the
gigns of the ravages of war and neglect.

The Abercrombie Repont of 1946, the
plan for post-war Bath envisaged mas-
sive reboilding which would have de-
stroyed much of the sowth of Bath and
would have tumed the Royal Crescent
into Council offices surrounded by car
parks (see map). The earth over John
Wood the younger’s grave must have
wembled. Forunately the plan was too
big to be adopied. As 1t was most of
the architectural gems were rebuilc as
they had been as was the case of the
Assembly Rooms.

In many cases it was a question of in-
filling bt in some cases valuable sites
were lost. A wing of Green Park disap-
peared, St James's Church was pulled
down as were other churches and
chapels. In Carlion Road Georgian arti-

have replaced what
was admittedly a run down area by the
TIVEE.

At the end of the war the residents of
Chieen's Square gave their garden as a
memoral to those killed in the raids on
Bath, but strangely there exists no offi-
cial memorial to this tragic time in the
history of Bath.

MNow fifty years on as we look at the

phoenix that arose from the ashes we
may ask with Adam Fergusson® which
was the Sack of Bath, Hitler or the
post-war planners? O
*The Sack af Bath by Adam Fergus-
som (Compton Russell, 1973},
This ardicle was aken from a lechure
piven by Niall Rothnie and his well re-
searched book The Bombing of Barh
fAshgrove Press 19831 which can be
read at the Batl Refevence Library,
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Don’t forget: April is
the month of our
Annual General Meeting

HE 18th Annual Meeting of the

Royal Crescent society will be

held on, Monday, April 27th, at
7.13 pm at the Bath and County Club,
Queen’s Parade by kind permission of
the Club Comminee. After the meet-
ing, drinks and light refreshments will
be available, to which we have invited
our Ward and County Councillors.

A formal notice convening the meet-
ing with the agenda has been sent to all
residents together with a reguest for
neminations for the Committee and its
Officers. Only paid up members are
entitled to vote at the meeting.

Our Constitution requires that 1l Of-
ficers retire after serving five years and
are not eligible for re-election until af-
ler the Annual Meeting of the follow-
ing year Commillee members retire af-
ter serving three years and are also not
eligible for re-election for a further
year. Because of the many changes in
1590/91 no Committee member has
served more than two years,

For practical purposes the numiber of
Officers and Committee must not ex-
ceed @ and there are, therefore, now 4
Officers and 5 Committee members.
Because of the amount of work under-
taken by the Committee each member

needs to take on a specific task, this in-

cludes such tasks as, Remembrancer,

Press and Public Relations, Archivist

and Liaison with other Commitees,
Present Officers

Chairman: Mr Michael Daw (served
I year) Mo 10

Secretary: Mrs Shirley Parker (served
I year) No 10

Treasurer: Mr Ian Mesbitt (served 2
vears) Mo 3

Editor: Dr Monica Baly (served 3
yeas) Mo 19

Committe Members

Dr Len Fisher (served | year) No 29

Mrs Annabelle Trechmann (served 1
year) No 5

Mr Christopher Woodward (served 1
year) Mo 1

Mr Graham Wadsworth (served 2
vears) Mo 3

Ms Jenny Hardisty - co-opted for the
HaHa project,

Special Co-opted member Dr Peter
Woodward, adviser from the Bath
Preservation Trust,

All existing Officers and Committee
members are willing to stand for re-
election except Mr Graham Wadswarth
who is resigning because of commit-
ments abroad.  We will miss Mr
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Wadsworth’s expertise on public rela-
tions and publicity. There is, therefore,
one vacancy on the Comminee. It must
be sressed, bowever, that all remain-
ing Officers and Commitiee members
must, and do, stand for re-eleciion and
other candidates may be put forward
Candidates must be proposed and sec-
onded by members of the Society.

The Committee has bad a busy year
and there is much to report. Thers is
the continuing saga of the buses and
our effons to curb their frequency,

_paving stones have been re-laid, plan-
ning applications considered, the all

too pressing problem of the stonework,
the problem of pitch invasions on the
lawn, the vexed question of Residents’
parking and the never ending requests
to use the Crescent and the lawn for
film or commercial purposes.

Mow there is the pressing problem of
the mestoration of the Ha-ha and its
cost, the most major project ever un-
dertaken by the Society.

It is therefore, important that as many
residents as possible come to the An-
nual Meeting and give the Commites
their views; this 15 our main OppoTu-
nity of canvassing members. [J
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Who was the Hon

Charles Hamilton?

Dr Monica Baly spotlights a forgotten
figure in the history of The Royal Crescent

EADERS may recall that in

the winter of 1988 we pub-

lished “The Building of the
Royal Crescent’, in which we produced
part of the contract between the Hon.
Charles Hamilton of Painshill Surrey
and the builder Sam Kirkham made on
21st June 1773, Charles was precise in
his requirements including the detailed
Iayout of the two ‘Necessarys™ in the
garden.

Who was the Hon Charles Hamilton
whoe also brought property in Lans-
down with a garden that streiched
down to the back of the Royal Cres-
cent? A recent lecture on his life and
work revealed that Charles Hamilton is
a5 worthy of a plague as some of his
neighbours who are thus rememberad,

He was the 14th son of the Ear of
Abercorn and during the Grand Tour
he studied ant and garden design in
Italy. On retumn he acquired an estate a
Painshill in Surrey to which he devoted
years landscaping and creating a gar-
den of different moods with long views
across Surrey, complete with grottos, a
Gothic temple, a Chinese arched bridge
and & ruined Abbey. Today this beauti-
ful Cl8th Park is being restored to its

former glory by the Painshill Park
Trust with the Prince of Wales as the
PAITON.

In his day Charles Hamilton was
known for his garden designs rather
like Capability Brown, with whom he
did not necessarily agree. When he
came to Bath at the age of 69, having
given up Painshill, he continued gar-
dening, growing rare plants and vines
on the Lansdown stope (what iz now
Nonthampton Sereet). There is evidence
that he advised on gardens and estares
around Bath including Beckford and
Bowood, and it is interesting to ponder
the layout of the garden at the back of
No 14 under his masterly hand. He
died aged 82 years, still gardening, 0

Lecture  given by Mavis Collier,
archivist to the Painshill Park Trust to
the History of Bath Research Group.

HELP WANTED

THE editor very much welcomes ar-
ticles, letters, criticisms, suggestions
and items of news from members,
We would wlecome vour views and
opinions about life as it is, or as it
was, in The Royval Crescent,
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