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Our First President

The Society’s new Chairman Michael Daw
pays tribute to his predecessor

he departure of Sir John Barra-
i clough as our Chairman for the
past 3 years marks the end of a
significant era of achievement in the
Society’s history. His is a hard act to
follow and I am honoured to have been
glected, unopposed, to the Office of
Chairman as his successor. T shall, nat-
prally follow much of the course he
has charted and look forward with the
help of our new Committee to further
consolidation and pursuit of the princi-
pal objective of the Society - to “pre-
serve and enhance the amenities of the
Roval Crescent and its surroundings’,

Thus, as your new Chairman my first
and most pleasant duty is to represent
and record residents’ debt to my prede-
CeS50T.

As those who have followed these
notes over the past 3 vears may have
perceived, Sir John has raised the
standing of this Society - in the eves of
all those who influence the conditions
of our existence for good or ill - even
farther than his predecessors.

Under his indefatigable leadership
ard initiauve the Society is now fully
recognised as a sensitive and sound
body of opinion on matters which, be-
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sides pursuing the Society's objectives
have a wider impact than those of a
purely self-serving residents associa-
ton.

or example his personal pursuit of

the open-topped bus saga exposad
to the public anention for the first me
the serdous flaws in exdsting natonal
legislation goveming such ‘services’;
aided by representatives from some
equally concerned Residenis' Associa-
tons (including the FBREA which he
inifated and founded in 1988 his ef-
forts laid the foundation for the propos-
als pow before the City and Avon
Councils to ban all the open topped bus
services initially, but then institute per-
mission for a limited number of tours
per day - for which companies may
bid.

Such changes are not achieved easily
but by the expenditure of time, persua-
sion and sound argument with many
authorities including the Depts of the
Environment and Transport, our MP,
County and City Councillors and offi-
cials etc.

We may feel formmnate as well as
gratzful that these and many other mat-
ters reported in earlier Newsletters
were in such expetienced and capable
bands and that Sir John was able to de-
ploy his skills 1o the benefit of us all
for so long.

In recognition of His contribution and
to perpetuate his association with the
Society, the AGM in April unanimous-
ly endorsed the proposal that Sir John
be invited to become our first Hon-
orary President. He lindly accepted
and made it clear that he wished still to
take an avid interest in Society affairs
and would lend his weight and advice
whenever possible,

urning now to other matters, frstly

the pavements and camriageway me-
pairs. The good news is that, afier fur-
ther Society pressure, the pavements
will be laid - beth sides in pennant
stone - beginning in mid summer. The
less good news is that no funds have
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irJohn Barraclough's campaign
against the open-topped buses ex-
pased flaws in the present legislotion.

been allocated for repair of the car-
nageway: indeed the allocation for the
whele city by Avon County Council is
the derisory sum of £15,000 which, as
Councillor Hawkins has pointed out,
could be spent in ong afternoon. Coun-
cil officials continue to pursue this and
we gwait further news.
n an allied topic, the Society re-
ceived propesals from the City
Council for an increase in the number
of lamp standards and an improvement
to the lamps themselves. Your Com-
mitise took the view that singe the
Council could not supply any addition-
al standards to exactly the design of the
existing ones, and since the present
disposition of standards was adequate,
this propozal should be rzjected.
This approach was suppored by the
Bath Pregervation Trust On the matier
of changing the lamps themselves. the
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Council have agreed to obtain a sample
of the proposed new lamp and if
thought suitable to consider its' tempo-
rary installation in one standard so that
residents may assess its impact. The
fact that we were consulted before ac-
ton is of course, most gradfying and
reflects the Society’s position I have
noted above.

small group has now been formed

- called for want of 4 less risible
name, the Ha-Ha Committee - to pur-
sue the restoration of the ha-ha, This
operates under my Chairmanship, re-
ports regularly to your Maan Commit-
tee and comprises Christopher Wood-
ward, with the kind co-operation of the
Bath Preservation Trust, and Mrs Jen-
ny Hardisty, with the kind co-operation
of the Royal Crescent Hotel. Both are
also members of vour main Commit-
tee. Digcussions on funding, grants etc
are pending with the City Council as
we go to press, these having been un-
avoidably delayed becanse of domestic
misfortunes on the Council Officers’
side.

epair of the accident damage to

the railings is now complete to the
right standard and the opporiunity has
been taken to use the same conractors
to strengthen the weak footings of ad-
jacent railing sections (as a separate
contract charged to Sodety funds), and
to patch the gap in the Ha Ha wall (east
end) temporarily in advance of the ma-
Jor works.

Application of weed killer to the
lawn awaieds only the advent of a
rainy period so that the grass wouldnot
become too scorched. As reported last
tme we received advance notice of the
start of the freatment.

Finally, I must repair my serious

omission of important business at the
AGM. In bidding farewell to departing
Committee members and thanking
them for their most valuabls contribu-
tions, I failed to highlight the outstand-
ing service of Annabel Trechmann
whao has tiumphed; despite many other
pressures, as our ever-willing and irre-
pressibly cheerful secretary for so
many vears. We all owe her a singular
debt of gratitude for her careful manip-
ulatdon of her many responsibilities so
that Society business could be conduct-
ed sensibly. We also welcome her suc-
cessor Shirley Parker who will bring
new skills to the task, building on
Annabel’s foundations and welcome
alsp pur other new Committee Mem-
bers. A detailed report of the AGM is
elsewhere in thiz Newsletter.
s reported at the AGM we have
been quite successful over the
last wear in suggestng to those who
make films, TV shows advenising pho-
tographs etc in the Crescent, that they
might like to contribute towards its up-
keep via Society funds. Most compa-
nics have acceded willingly to such
suggestions and the result is reflected
in the Accounts and in the Editor’s re-
port of the AGM. Since then the Bath
City Council's Marketing Officer has
offered to inform us directly of any
such planned activity and to put intend-
ing users in touch. Already one coniri-
bution has arrived for this vear,
was pleased to meet our new Com-
munity Policeman PC Alan Hale just
before the AGM and invited him to at-
tend: he is keen to get to know residen-
ts in his parish and hopes to remain in
the post for some years. The Editor ex-
pects to mun a profile on him in a future
Newslerer. %

Page 3
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The AGM:

action and

change

by
Dr Monica Baly

he 17th Annual General Meet-
ing of the Society took place on
I Tuesday, 16th Aprl 1991 at the
Bath and County Club with 25 mem-
bers present, rather fewer than last
vear. 5ir John Barraclough, the chair-
man, welcomed the members and in
his report pointed out that be had vsed
the last Newsletter to let residents
know something of the extansive range
of business now being undertaken by
the Society. Apart from the items men-
tioned we were now repressnting the
Society’s wviews to Bath and Avon
Councils on the subject of taffic in
Bath and the laying of TV cables.

Mr Michael Daw, Vice Chairman, me-
ported on the arrangements for the
opering might of the Festival and
hoped that there would be a better re-
sponse to the lighting of the candles
this year.

The Society was now engaged in an
initiative on rebuilding the ha-ha and
restoring the railings to the lawn. This
had led to a new consideration about
the precise ownership of the Crescent
Lawn, or the Crescent Fields, as they
were known, This is particularly im-
portant if we are to prove a case for
mraffic damage against Bath and Avon,
Although the right of residents to use

the lawn 15 Ame honoured since the
end of the C18th, the archivil material
so far available does not clearly estab-
lish ownership to the residents. Mr
Daw asked if anyone had original leas-
es that established right to the land or
papers which indicated to whom the
early ground rent was paid and to let
him know,

This request has since been followed
up by a letter to all residents. All the
literature and the -histories of Bath
seem to assume that the lawn was in-
tended by John Wood to belong to the
owners of the houses in the Crescent,
but so far we have no legal documents
and proof to back this up.

The rebuilding of the Ha-Ha will be a
costly undertaking. In the past un-
suitable matenal had been used and the
ditch had become filled in with rubble
s0 that its original 18th century profile
had been significantly altered. In addi-
ton it no longer forms a barrier be-
tween the private lawn and the public
park.

Mr Christopher Woodward, of the
Bath Preservation Trust, who lives at
Mo I, has been seconded to the com-
mittes and, together with Mrs Hardis-
try, he will be managing this project in-
cluding the publicity and the necessary
fund raising. All residents will surely
back this project on conservation
grounds alonz. Apart from that, in the
18 years of the Society the most com-
mon and universal complaint from
members has been that the lawn is not
treated as the private place that it i5 and
that it is continually invaded from the
public park.

Mr [an Nesbitt, the Treasumrer, was
able to report that the General Fund
had improved, but this was largely due
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to- the persuasion of the Vice Chairman
in obtaining contributions from would-
be film companies and the like which
had swelled the coffers to the moe of
L850, However, with the prospect of
the répair of the railings and the Ha-Ha
we are going to need all the money we
can raise, and even mome film compa-
nies,

The Chaimman, Sir John Barraclough,
was not seeking re-election, Mr Wilks
had left the Crescent and Mrs Walker
and Mr Bill Wallis had served their
term. There was one nominatdon for
chairman, Mr Michasl Daw, and two
for general committee  members,
namely Dr Len Fisher and Mr Chris
Woodward. The remaining members
and office holders were returned unop-
posed. Thanks to the co-operation of
the Royal Crescent Hotel, Mrs Jenny
Hardisty had been co-opted to work on
the ha-ha project. The work of the So-
ciety iz now such that it 15 necessary
for each committes member to take on
a special task and for there to be sub-
COMMITess.

The new committee as elected or
confirmed at the AGM is:

Mr Michael Daw, Chairman, No 10

Mr Ian Neshitt, Treasurer, No 3

Mrs Shirley Parker, Secretary, No 10

Dr Monica Baly, Editor, No 19

DrLen Fisher, No 29

Mr Graham Wadsworth, No 3

Mrs Annabel Trechmann, 3

Mr Christopher Woedward, 1

Mrs Jenny Hardisty, co-opted mem-
ber

Dir Peter Woodwand, non-voting Spe-
cial Member, Bath Preservation Trust.

Cmdr Titchen in proposing a vote of
thanks to Sir John for his skilful and
indefatigible chairmarship over the last

four years pointed out that Sir John had
raised the profile of the Society with
the Council, the public, the media and
the establishment; in order that we
should not lose Sir John's influence
and skills be proposed that the Society
should have a new non-executive Of-
fice of President and Sir John should
be the first incumbent,

This proposal was seconded by Mr
Daw and wammly endorsed by the
whole meeting. Sir John gracionsly ac-
cepted the mew appeintment saving
how, despite the strenuous nature of
Chairmanship, be had enjoyed his
tenure and how much he appreciated
the unstinting support of his commit-
tee,

Mr Hitt, Bath City Council's Horti-
cultural adviser who judges the base-
ment gardens, commented on how they
enhanced the Crescent and added to the
city's floral reputation; they gave great
pleasure to visitors and residents alike.
The awards were as follows:

1zt Frize, Mrs Annabel Trechmann,
Mo 3.

2nd Prize, Mr & Mms T F Wilks, No
20

Jrd Prize, Mr & M B Richards, No
4,

After the meeting the members en-
joyed a buffet supper and met PC Alan
Hale, our community policeman, who
invited residents to join the Car Watch
scheme.,

As always with a Crescent panty it
was 4 splendid opportunity for meeting
neighbours, old and new, and for ex-
changing news and views, The Cres-
cent has some of the characteristics of
a village with the lawn as our bit of
"defensible space’ and our village
green, 4
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stonework

o 19 Royal Crescent has been

repaired with the benefit of a

grant under the Bath Town
Scheme. During the course of the re-
pairs 1o the roof and the stonework it
was found that rusting iron clamps had
damaged the stonework of the main
entabulature spanning between the cap-
nals of the Ionic columns. This has
now been repaired.

The discovery of this buried iron-
wotk led to a preliminary brief inspec-
ton from the ground level using field
glasses of the other buildings in the

Roval Crescent,
As the result of this No 1 was scaf-
folded and repairs made to the

stonework of the entabulamre, again
affected by the buned ironwork, have
been carried out. In both cases the
“Jacking’ action of the rusting ironwork
has caused the stone to fracture,

Other buildings in the Royal Cres-
cent may be similadv affected. This
problem affects the main entabulature
spanning berween the capitals of the
Tonic columns.

There is a further problem with some
of the volutes to the Ionic capitals
themselves and cenain sections of the
columns may be in a poor condition. as

a visual inspection may reveal, In orde
to explain the background to thes
problems to owners, occupiers and oth
ers with an interest in the Roval Cres
CENL & meeting was held in the Guild
hall on Idth March when the Cin
Council's Conservation Officer, Davi
McLaughlin, explained the problems
answered questions and gave advic
about grants.

The meeting was well attended but
unfortunately, it seemed to attract the
expents rather than the owners and resi-
dents whom it affected.

This is a serious problem, it will not
£0 away, No 19 and No 1 are not the
only houses likely 1o be affected. The
price of living in a Grade 1 lisied
bulding is etemal vigilance, In the
next issue we hope to publish an article
by David McLaughlin in which he will
deal with the problem more fully and
offer advice to residents on whart action
they may need to take.

The occupants of No 19 more than
endorse Major General West's com-
ments on the ‘“Trials of Restoration’,
published in an earlier Newsletter, but
after ‘the winter of our discontent’ if
not made “glorious’ they were ar least
relieved by the good humour, effi-
ciency and consideration of the work-
mens It was worth i,

To those likely to embark on repairs,
take Charles West's advice, be well su-
pervised and do net cut comers 4
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the Ha-Ha
]J r

¥
Christopher Woodward

he first guestion anvone asks

about a Ha-Ha 1s where on earth

the name comes from. In 1770
the ‘arbiter elegantarium’, Horace
Walpole described the clearing away of
boundary walls and the digging of
ditches in the early part of that century
as ‘an attemnpt they deemed so aston-
ishing that the common people called
them Ha-Ha's! 1o express their surprize
at finding a sudden unperceived check
to their walk®.

This does seem a somewhat dubious
gxplanation - and unforunately
Walpole does not go on to say whether
these Ha-Has ever worked as a sudden
and unperceived check to gangs of
football players. He was certainly right
in calling the invention of the Ha-Ha -
it was derived from French military
fortifications - "the leading step for all
that followed”. 1t enabled the great
landscape gardeners of the time, such
a5 William Kent, to open up sweeping
views and at the same time to keep the
Picturesque sheep and deer on the oth-
er side of an indivisible boundary.

The Royal Crescent has a perhaps

Restorlng L

unique example of an urban Ha-Ha as
John Wood the Younger used the de-
vice to blend the Tawn with the coun-
tryside in the view from the windows.
To re-create the onginal effect of ‘rus
in urbe’ there would have to be lambs
sambolling in Victoria Park rather than
language students, as is sull the case
below Lansdown Crescent.

The Ha-Ha Commituece has been
formed from Michasl Daw, Jenny
Hardisty and myself in order to restore
it to its ofginal chasacter and appear-
ance. The wall has lost many of iis
stones dnd has been re-pointed with ce-
ment mortar; over the vears the dich
has filled up with accumulated debris.

The Ha-Ha is a historic feature of
great interest that now is neither affec-
tve nor atractive and with our sorely
stretched funds we shall do our best to
make it so. 4

Horses were once kept in their
place by the Ha-Ha - detail from

an engraving of the early 7800z,
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SUB SCRIPTION FORMS

M )5

THE ROY
Jour ﬁubﬁ:l‘lptiun{s}

1 wish to join AL CRESCENT SOCIETY and enclose
for 1991. :

- for my

..............................................................

spctude oy paym
j£15 (for alarge

B, LAWNFUND
bﬁ'm"ﬂ';ﬁ"tawn"Fund' and

1"alsr:fwish'wsubscri
of - delete a8 apprﬂpria.te - £7 (for a small flat)
flat)/£20 (for a house)

House/Flat No...

...............................................................

NB Paymenfs may he combined, with cheques made payable t
THE ROYAL CRESCENT SOCIETY and addressed to:
M Tan Nesbitt, Hon, Treasuret, 3 The Royal Crescent.
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Re-opening
the great

window debate

by
Dr Peter Woodward

embers of the Royal Cres-

cent Sociery will know that

in 1990 Bath Preservation
Trust commissioned a study of alter-
atiens to the windows of the Royal
Crescent and thai Mr Graham Finch
(who carried out the study) has now
presented his report. Thanks are due to
the many Kndly residents who allowed
access. In brnef, Mr Finch's conclu-

siong are these:
1. The fst-floor windows were
ongmfa]l}r like those of No. 1 are now,

ie, with a higher window sill, and :
window opening containing two equa
sashes of six panes which confom
with the ideal Palladian proportions.

2. The windows were enlarged by
cutting away the stonework and lower.
ing the sills early in the 19th centun
(probably 1BLI0-1820), and as the in-
crease in height was approximately
equivalent to the height of an original
window pane, the fenestration was kepi
as close as possible to the original pat-
tem by replacing the two equal sashes
of six-over-six panes with unequal
sashes of six-over-nine panes. Abow
half of the houses in The Crescent have
now had windows restored to this pat-
term.

3. Window shutters have been al-
tered in a variety of ways to suit the
enlarged windows: sometimes vertical
displacement, sometimes insertion of 3
"blind” shuue:r, sometimes replacement

When were The Roval
Crescent windows
erlarged? This detail, left,
atn @ print of the
Crescent done in 1805 by
a local artist seems to
how that the

indow-sills of No 30 had
been lowered, which

“ suggests that the work
Lwas carried out early in
he Crescent’s history.
Note, too, the absence of
dthe large tree that now
tands below No 30,
locking the view which iz
frown here |
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e continued from page 9
with new shutters.

4 Plate glass became available in
ahout 1840, Afier that date (in some
cases very much later) the six-over-
mine unequal sashes were removed and
replaced by equal heavier sashes con-
taining plate glass. This admitted so
much sunlight (and heat!) that sun-
blinds were fixed extemally to reduce
the glare,

5. Restoration since World War I
has led to the re-introduction of glazing
bars and smaller panes but alas not ina
uniform manner,

6. Mr Finch concludes that window
restoration needs to be rigourously
controlled and should continue the pat-
tern of those houses which have al-
ready introduced six-over-ning-pane
sashes, retaining the elongated win-
dows.

My own view as a lover of architec-
ture but a non-resident of the Royal
Crescent is that this magnificent se-
quence of houses, listed Grade I and
described by Pevsner as ‘the summit of
the Palladian achievement in Bath'
ought to be seen by the thousands of
visitors (pilgrims?) to Bath in the form
which John Wood Jor. intended. In
other words the window sills ought,
over a period of time, to be put back.
Just suppose that they had never been
altered; would anyone dream of doing
so0 today?

Mr Finch does not agree with me,
and T dare say there 15 not a single resi-
dent who does either, And indeed,
powerful arguments can be advanced
against my point of view, For that rea-
son 4 meeting is being arranged be-
tha Rawval

ramracontativas ol

e

Trust, Bath City Council, English Her-
itage, and the Georgian Group to dis-
coss the principles involved and per-
haps to formulate a policy. 4

No worry over
basements

Residents may have sgen i repor on
the front page of the Bath and Wilts
Chrenicle on 24th May about a City
Council initiative to take over unused
basements - by compulsory purchase if
necessary - in an effort to boost the
City’s reducing housing stock. The re-
port attributed remarks to a Dr Geof-
frey Thompson identified as *Chairman
of the Royal Crescent Residents’ Asso-
ciation’.

This of course was inaccurate on four
counts; there is no ‘Royal Crescent
Regidents” Association’; Dr Thompson
is chairman of Catherine Place Resi-
dents’ Association; the remarks at-
tributed to him were inaccurately stat-
ed; the remarks as reported do not -
flect the views of this society.

We are happy to report that a correc-
tion was published of the first two and
last errors, including proper identifica-
tion of this Society and its Chairman.

The topic of basement acquisition
has now been discussed with City
Council officials, From this it is clear
that oo basements in this Crescent are
targetted as part of this initiative. &

BUS DECISION
Avon Council approved the restric-
tion on open-topped buses on July
24, Badgerline may insist on a public
inquiry. The Society will continue its
fisht which has led to this milestone
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An Early Protest.

The Royal Crescens, May, 1922
BATH

Desar Bir;

For a sentury snd & half ever singe i was buailt, this Crescent
has praserved its unlous basuty. without any -:'I;':.Ei-gurnr._.an‘.'..'l. (="

s, The metal plate attashed te your houde, ls g distinec
dagastyure from the cradiciens snd cuscems that have hitharto
pravailed and we sheoold be wery gled 1f veu weuld consent To . remove
e, Me other housa diaplagscone: Wo.is, = a-Deardimg house = has:
nane.

Thiz immanity; has been affected, nost by legal procesdings, but Bo
the good=-will and hearcy co-cperaticn of surselves, and fomer
rexidenca, in the Crescent,

The Crescent is act mezely of interest 9 usy but Lo people Ifzcm
everyuhars and while it i= only natuoral that wa should do our ubmost
o gmard and mainrain it for ocurselves, we alzo cake & pride in
prasarving dirstattrasticond for these vizitors,

BUL You may Sav: what a clrangur-about by plate = May wa poipt oat
T Pou thatiwe drasd lest this addicien to your heouge '(if it
remaing] might B4 che fore=runner of other develsprenta of & gimilaz
character, that evertually weuld sampletely ruin the appearance of
the Crascent, and we thersfore meost earnestly Repe, that, Jeining
with us ip ear jezleusy for cor besuciful Cressent, and sharing sur
gasire to conclnue iz in the same cenditicon in which it was handed
e U8, Fou 1.."1.1".. ba able to favoucably aentertain ocur siuggaesticn to
TRaEOwe Your plate),

We ara, deaxr Bif,
Tours falthfolly

& T_.H_hﬁuhm‘ A diariat ; o I'.I"L"‘f! &, I'E#;’.-bf.ﬂ':"r_fr_'wf
A T e

.-.«i-.-:." P oo | f . 124 “"-v-'(;""'u"_". fa -‘?M h%
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dusi; : ' 2 Cm.u.r
T s SR R &ﬁ' 7 ’M{
e

¢ rhed BT

'-L £ £l Ren i ':ul.u,m.
~ 7e Mmii "ﬁ"‘t M. :1 E’E‘ \T

g dol | E R B B

Dges anyone know who was the culprit displaying this disfiguring meral plate
what did the plate say? Did the opprobrinm of s neighbours persuade the
prit 1o remove t? It couwld have been either No 2, 6, 8, 18,13, 15, 27 or 28
believe that last two were empiv). Note thar then as now, the residenrs base 1
case on being the guardians of an inkieritance for posterity.
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Aims of The Royal Crescent Society

he Royal Crescent Society was

founded in 1973 as a residents” as-
sociation. The object of the Seociety is
“to preserve and enhance the amenities
of the Royal Crescent and its surround-
ings’. The Crescent's historical and ar-
chitectural importance gives 1t rea-
sonable protection from despoilation,
but, in spite of this, the Society has fre-
quently found it necessary to take ac-
tion to ensure that the peaceful ameni-
ties and surroundings are not dimin-
ished and this entails comstant vigi-
lance about noise, litter, ever increas-
ing traffic and commercial encroach-
ment. In its 1% years history the Soci-
ety has scored some notable successes.
In 1975 it was responsible for restoring
the gates and the railings to the lawn
and ensuring that members had keys to
the locked gates; this restored the lawn
to its former glory,

Then, in the late 70s the Society ran a
campaign to clear the skyline of ugly,
often obsolete, and sometimes danger-
ous, television aerials. In 1979 the So-
ciety inaugurated the Basement Garden
competition which has done much to
improve and enhance the basement ar-
eas. Then, after a long and strenuous
batile, in 1985 the Society was suc-
cessful in banning coaches from the
Crescent, though, not alas buses - that
fight continues. Two years ago the So-
ciety was largely responsible for win-
ning an appeal against a proposal that
there should be another hotel in the
Roval Crescent.

Living in ‘the finest sweep of Palla-
dian domestic architecture in Eprope’

with a lawn in front that merely has a
ha-ha as a boundary presents perpetual
problems. The Society is only as srong
as its membership.

The Roval Crescent Society adminis-

.ters the Lawn Fund, which has, since

the eighteenth century, paid for the
maintenance of the lawn, the gates and

The Annual subscription rate for the
Society is £5 (this includes three issues
of the Newsletter). The Lawn Fund
rates are calculated to cover the cost of
cutting the lawn (well over £400 per
annum) the insurance and the mamnte-
nance of the gates, railings and ha-ha
wall.

The Lawn Fund Subscription rate is:

£20 for a whole house

£15 for a flat across two houses or on
two floors

£7 for a single flat

Cheques for the Scciety and the
Lawn Fund can be composite. A resi-
dent wishing to join the Society and
pay the Lawn Fund should make a
cheque pavable to "The Royal Crescent
Society” and send it to Mr Ian Nesbilt,
5 Royal Crescent.

The next issue will include a list of
paid-up members.<




